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The situation of the deported Meskhetian Turks

Motion for a recommendation
tabled by Mr Reha DENEMEÇ and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Upon accession to the Council of Europe in 1999, Georgia undertook the commitment to adopt, within two 
years, a legal framework permitting the repatriation and integration, including the right to Georgian nationality, 
for the Meskhetian Turks deported from their homeland, to launch the process of repatriation and integration 
within three years and complete the process within twelve years (Parliamentary Assembly Opinion 209 
(1999)).

However, the implementation of this commitment has been substantially delayed. Among 5 841 eligible 
applications concerning around 10 000 individuals, approximately 1 700 repatriate statuses and 412 
conditional citizenships have been granted. Of those, only a few have actually been repatriated to date.

Numerous legal, technical and administrative requirements for applications have rendered compliance 
difficult: the deadline imposed for the receipt of applications; conditions for granting Georgian citizenship; the 
practices disregarding family unity during the evaluation process; and the absence of a strategy of preparation 
and support for the reintegration process or for any financial commitment are among the main reasons behind 
the failure for repatriation.

In Resolution 2015 (2014) on the functioning of democratic institutions in Georgia, the Assembly took note of 
the long delays in granting citizenship to those who had received repatriate status; and considered that the 
repatriation programme had mostly focused on providing a legal repatriate status to the eligible applicants and 
not on facilitating the actual repatriation itself.

The Assembly resolves to closely follow the issue and recommends that the Committee of Ministers keep the 
full restoration of the legitimate rights of the deported Meskhetian Turks among its priorities, closely monitor 
the ongoing repatriation process, ask the relevant bodies to present a report and provide all the necessary 
advice and assistance to the Georgian authorities in order to ensure, without further delay, the completion of 
the repatriation and integration of all deported Meskhetian Turks who wish to be repatriated, including access 
to citizenship.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

DENEMEÇ Reha, Turkey, EC
BAĞIŞ Egemen, Turkey, EC
BAYKAL Deniz, Turkey, SOC
BİLGEHAN Gülsün, Turkey, SOC
CILEVIČS Boriss, Latvia, SOC
DÍAZ TEJERA Arcadio, Spain, SOC
DİŞLİ Şaban, Turkey, EPP/CD
EL OUAFI Nezha, Morocco
ERKAL KARA Tülin, Turkey, EC
FATALIYEVA Sevinj, Azerbaijan, EC
FAZZONE Claudio, Italy, EPP/CD
GAFAROVA Sahiba, Azerbaijan, EC
GIRO Francesco Maria, Italy, EPP/CD
GODSKESEN Ingebjørg, Norway, EC
GÜLPINAR Mehmet Kasim, Turkey, EC
GÜR Nazmi, Turkey, UEL
HAJIYEV Sabir, Azerbaijan, SOC
HAMID Hamid, Bulgaria, ALDE
HONCHARENKO Oleksii, Ukraine, EC
KOÇ Haluk, Turkey, SOC
MARIANI Thierry, France, EPP/CD
MIGNON Jean-Claude, France, EPP/CD
MOTA AMARAL João Bosco, Portugal, EPP/CD
NIKOLOSKI Aleksandar, ''The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia'', EPP/CD
PASHAYEVA Ganira, Azerbaijan, EC
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
SELVİ Ömer, Turkey, EC
STRENZ Karin, Germany, EPP/CD
SULEYMANOV Elkhan, Azerbaijan, EPP/CD
TÜRKEŞ Tuğrul, Turkey, EC
TÜRKEŞ Ahmet Kutalmiş, Turkey, ALDE
VOVK Viktor, Ukraine, EC
WALTER Robert, United Kingdom, EC
WOLD Morten, Norway, EC
YATIM Mohamed, Morocco

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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