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Developments in the social functioning of trade unions

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Ögmundur JÓNASSON and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

In times of growing socio-economic inequalities exacerbated by the recent financial and economic crisis in 
many Council of Europe member States, it is important to identify and analyse the underlying forces behind 
such developments.

In many European countries trade unions have traditionally played an important part in a tripartied dialogue 
with government authorities and employers on ways and means of securing social cohesion and a balanced 
labour market based on collective bargaining. Nevertheless, the decline in trade union membership in most 
countries in recent years has weakened their position in social dialogue and their impact on the outcome of 
negotiations. The Parliamentary Assembly already expressed its concern about such trends in Resolution 
2033 (2015) on "Protection of the right to bargain collectively, including the right to strike".

In the light of all this the Assembly should prepare a report on developments in the functioning of trade unions 
in Europe, to examine whether there may be a correlation between their decline and growing inequality. In 
such a report current developments in trade unionism should be submitted to a critical examination. 
Furthermore it should be discussed whether initiatives could be taken to help social partners in member 
States to adapt to new realities, and develop a roadmap to strengthen trade unions or other protective 
structures for vulnerable groups on the labour market and thus contribute to cohesion in society in general.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

JÓNASSON Ögmundur, Iceland, UEL
ANAGNOSTOPOULOU Athanasia, Greece, UEL
DÍAZ TEJERA Arcadio, Spain, SOC
ELZINGA Tuur, Netherlands, UEL
GARÐARSSON Karl, Iceland, ALDE
GROSS Andreas, Switzerland, SOC
GRØVAN Hans Fredrik, Norway, EPP/CD
GUZENINA Maria, Finland, SOC
HUNKO Andrej, Germany, UEL
JOHNSSON FORNARVE Lotta, Sweden, UEL
KATRIVANOU Vasiliki, Greece, UEL
KAVVADIA Ioanneta, Greece, UEL
KOX Tiny, Netherlands, UEL
LOUKAIDES George, Cyprus, UEL
LUND Jacob, Denmark, SOC
MAGRADZE Guguli, Georgia, SOC
MAURY PASQUIER Liliane, Switzerland, SOC
MEALE Alan, United Kingdom, SOC
OMTZIGT Pieter, Netherlands, EPP/CD
PARVIAINEN Olli-Poika, Finland, SOC
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
SCHWABE Frank, Germany, SOC
STRIK Tineke, Netherlands, SOC
VITSAS Dimitris, Greece, UEL
XUCLÀ Jordi, Spain, ALDE

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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