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The murder of the opposition leader Boris Nemtsov; the persecution of political activists; the sentencing of
artists to long prison terms; the kidnapping of people on the territories of neighbour States and criminally
charging them as in the case of Nadia Savchenko amongst others; the criminalisation of members of the
LGBTI community; the permanent limitation of press freedom and freedom of speech; torture in prisons and
police stations; unchecked racism and xenophobia on the streets — this is the reality of contemporary Russia.
These facts are documented in numerous reports by international human rights organisations.

Such violations have been observed not only inside Russia but also in territories illegally controlled by Russia
or by Russian-led terrorists. The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women in its last
report expressed concern about torture and sexual violence against women in occupied Donbass, about
violence and discrimination in occupied Crimea (Ukraine) and the exacerbation of the already difficult living
conditions of internally displaced and refugee women, as well as concerns about the population in the conflict
areas in the Abkhazia and Tskhinvali regions (Georgia).

In its Resolution 2063 (2015), the Parliamentary Assembly expressed its deep concern over the increased
harassment and repression of activists and human rights organisations and the intimidation of dissident voices
in Russia.

However, given the lack of progress in the above-mentioned and other matters, the Assembly should address
these serious human rights issues.
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1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group



