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Private and family life: achieving equality regardless of sexual 
orientation

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Jonas GUNNARSSON and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

In its Resolution 1948 (2013), the Parliamentary Assembly observed that prejudice, hostility and discrimination 
on the grounds of sexual orientation and gender identity remained a serious problem. Since then, the private 
and family lives of tens of millions of Europeans have however continued to be affected by discrimination on 
the grounds of their own, their partner’s or their parents’ sexual orientation or gender identity. As regards 
sexual orientation, partnerships or marriages recognised in one country are not universally recognised when 
borders are crossed; children being raised by same-sex couples do not always benefit from equal legal 
relationships with both parents; in many cases, neither adoption nor co-adoption by persons living in same-
sex couples are provided for; and so on.

As the Assembly has previously acknowledged, societal changes require time and may occur unevenly in 
different countries. Nonetheless, nearly half of the Council of Europe’s member States have not legislated to 
recognise and provide legal protection to all couples and families regardless of sexual orientation. Recent 
case-law of the European Court of Human Rights in this field is a wake-up call.

The Assembly should evaluate recent developments, identify good practices and formulate recommendations 
as regards achieving equality in the field of private and family life regardless of sexual orientation.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

GUNNARSSON Jonas, Sweden, SOC
BİLGEHAN Gülsün, Turkey, SOC
BLONDIN Maryvonne, France, SOC
BRUYN Piet, De, Belgium, NR
HANŽEK Matjaž, Slovenia, UEL
HARANGOZÓ Gábor, Hungary, SOC
HEINRICH Gabriela, Germany, SOC
JANSSON Eva-Lena, Sweden, SOC
JENSEN Mogens, Denmark, SOC
LOPUSHANSKYI Andrii, Ukraine, ALDE
MAIJ Marit, Netherlands, SOC
OHLSSON Carina, Sweden, SOC
PARVIAINEN Olli-Poika, Finland, SOC
PELKONEN Jaana, Finland, EPP/CD
RAWERT Mechthild, Germany, SOC
ROBINSON Mary, United Kingdom, EC
ROJHAN GUSTAFSSON Azadeh, Sweden, SOC
SUTTER Petra, De, Belgium, SOC
VILLUMSEN Nikolaj, Denmark, UEL
VUČKOVIĆ Nataša, Serbia, SOC
WOOD Mike, United Kingdom, EC
WURM Gisela, Austria, SOC
ZALISHCHUK Svitlana, Ukraine, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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