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The status of journalists in Europe

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Philippe MAHOUX and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The situation of press freedom around the world is a source of particular concern.

In 2015, according to Reporters without Borders, 22 journalists and media professionals were killed and over 
160 imprisoned. In 2014, nearly 100 media professionals were murdered because of their work.

In some member States of the Council of Europe, journalists’ freedom of expression is sometimes extensively 
undermined.

A meaningful legal status should be granted to journalists in order to guarantee the independence of the press 
and the critical freedom that is essential in our democratic society.

Various measures have been taken in this area in the Council of Europe member States.

Examples are measures relating to the protection and accessibility of the sources used by journalists and 
other persons working with news departments, as mentioned in Parliamentary Assembly Recommendation 
1950 (2011), the acknowledgment of journalists’ copyright, conscience or transfer clauses, codes of conduct, 
taxation and direct or indirect financial support for journalists.

In this connection, the Parliamentary Assembly should examine the various legal frameworks applicable to 
journalists and highlight the best legal practices that exist to improve the status of journalists in the Council of 
Europe member States.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

MAHOUX Philippe, Belgium, SOC
BAYDAR Metin Lütfi, Turkey, NR
BAYKAL Deniz, Turkey, SOC
BESELIA Eka, Georgia, SOC
BONET Sílvia Eloïsa, Andorra, SOC
ÇAKIRÖZER Utku, Turkey, SOC
CILEVIČS Boriss, Latvia, SOC
CORSINI Paolo, Italy, SOC
FRÉCON Jean-Claude, France, SOC
GUNNARSSON Jonas, Sweden, SOC
HAGEBAKKEN Tore, Norway, SOC
JANSSON Eva-Lena, Sweden, SOC
JENSEN Mogens, Denmark, SOC
KARLSSON Niklas, Sweden, SOC
KESİCİ İlhan, Turkey, NR
KOBAKHIDZE Manana, Georgia, SOC
L'OVOCHKINA Yuliya, Ukraine, SOC
LUCHERINI Carlo, Italy, SOC
MAELEN Dirk, Van der, Belgium, SOC
MAURY PASQUIER Liliane, Switzerland, SOC
MAVROTAS Georgios, Greece, NR
NEGUTA Andrei, Republic of Moldova, SOC
NENUTIL Miroslav, Czech Republic, SOC
NICOLETTI Michele, Italy, SOC
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
STOILOV Yanaki, Bulgaria, SOC
SUTTER Petra, De, Belgium, SOC
TORNARE Manuel, Switzerland, SOC
VENIZELOS Evangelos, Greece, SOC
VUČKOVIĆ Nataša, Serbia, SOC

1. SOC: Socialist Group
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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