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The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and “The Danish Girl”

Written declaration No. 602

This written declaration does not reflect the position of the Assembly; only of those members that have signed 
it. It will not be considered further by the Assembly.

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe decided on 29th January 2016 to grant the Jordanian 
Parliament the status of Partner for Democracy. A decision which was very much welcomed by the Assembly.

It is, however, a fact that the film “The Danish Girl” earlier in January was banned from being shown in five 
States in the Middle East, among them the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.

The reasons for censoring and blocking the viewing of the aforementioned film vary, but in the case of Jordan, 
Jordanian officials has reportedly claimed that the film “promoted homosexuality and gender transformation.”

Given the strong emphasis that the Council of Europe attaches to human rights such as the freedom of 
expression as well as equal rights and dignity of all human beings, including lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) persons, the decision shows the need to remind our Partners for Democracy of the 
importance of promoting these values.

Banning the viewing of a film such as “The Danish Girl” runs contrary to the spirit of the partnership to which 
the Parliament of Jordan has committed itself and we think that there is a definite need to remind our partners 
of this.

Signed (see overleaf)

https://pace.coe.int

 https://pace.coe.int   



Signed1:

BILLSTRÖM Tobias, Sweden, EPP/CD
ÅBERG Boriana, Sweden, EPP/CD
ADAM Claude, Luxembourg, SOC
BRUYN Piet, De, Belgium, NR
CROZON Pascale, France, SOC
GHASEMI Tina, Sweden, EPP/CD
GJORCHEV Vladimir, ''The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia'', EPP/CD
GRYFFROY Andries, Belgium, NR
GUNNARSSON Jonas, Sweden, SOC
HETTO-GAASCH Françoise, Luxembourg, EPP/CD
JANSSON Eva-Lena, Sweden, SOC
JENSEN Michael Aastrup, Denmark, ALDE
JENSEN Mogens, Denmark, SOC
JOHNSSON FORNARVE Lotta, Sweden, UEL
JÓNASSON Ögmundur, Iceland, UEL
KARLSSON Niklas, Sweden, SOC
KONRÁÐSDÓTTIR Unnur Brá, Iceland, EC
LUNDGREN Kerstin, Sweden, ALDE
MERGEN Martine, Luxembourg, EPP/CD
OHLSSON Carina, Sweden, SOC
ROJHAN GUSTAFSSON Azadeh, Sweden, SOC
SCHOU Ingjerd, Norway, EPP/CD
SUTTER Petra, De, Belgium, SOC
WILMES Serge, Luxembourg, EPP/CD
WOLD Morten, Norway, EC
ZALISCHUK Svitlana, Ukraine, EPP/CD

Total = 26

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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