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Safeguarding and enhancing Europe’s intangible cultural 
heritage

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Paolo CORSINI and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Globalisation and the information society are radically changing the way we produce, consume, communicate 
with others and live our daily lives. Many of our local, regional and national traditions (music, song, dance, 
festivals, rituals, farming practices, cuisine, dialects, etc.) are disappearing; little by little, age-old occupations, 
craft activities and the corresponding skills and know-how are being lost.

The UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage acknowledges the serious 
threats of deterioration, disappearance and destruction hanging over the intangible cultural heritage. Almost 
all countries in Europe have ratified this Convention and have undertaken to co-operate at regional level to 
counter these threats. Nonetheless, the practical action taken is limited and unco-ordinated.

The Council of Europe and its member States must work together to safeguard Europe’s intangible cultural 
heritage, an integral part of our cultural heritage of which there are only very few aspects we are familiar with. 
It is essential that we act to ensure that a part of our historical memory and our identity is not lost for ever.

IT opens up new possibilities for preserving, promoting and sharing our intangible cultural heritage. In this 
connection, under the Council of Europe Framework Convention on the Value of Cultural Heritage for Society 
(the Faro Convention), Parties undertake to develop the use of digital techniques to improve access to cultural 
heritage. This must be done in a considered and systematic way, also bearing in mind that the digital heritage 
constituted as a result must itself be afforded protection.

The Parliamentary Assembly should promote the creation of a European Intangible Heritage Forum, the 
framing of national strategies to preserve this heritage in digital format, and the exchange of best practices for 
its enhancement and its use for educational purposes.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

CORSINI Paolo, Italy, SOC
ARIEV Volodymyr, Ukraine, EPP/CD
BİLGEHAN Gülsün, Turkey, SOC
ESEYAN Markar, Turkey, ALDE
FEIST Thomas, Germany, EPP/CD
FOULKES George, United Kingdom, SOC
GAMBARO Adele, Italy, ALDE
GIRO Francesco Maria, Italy, EPP/CD
GONÇALVES Carlos Alberto, Portugal, EPP/CD
HERKEL Andres, Estonia, EPP/CD
HOFFMANN Rózsa, Hungary, EPP/CD
HUSEYNOV Rafael, Azerbaijan, ALDE
İHSANOĞLU Ekmeleddin Mehmet, Turkey, EC
JENSEN Mogens, Denmark, SOC
KAVVADIA Ioanneta, Greece, UEL
KRIŠTO Borjana, Bosnia and Herzegovina, EPP/CD
LOPUSHANSKYI Andrii, Ukraine, ALDE
NEGUTA Andrei, Republic of Moldova, SOC
ÖNAL Suat, Turkey, EC
POMASKA Agnieszka, Poland, EPP/CD
QUINTANILLA Carmen, Spain, EPP/CD
REISS Frédéric, France, EPP/CD
SALLES Rudy, France, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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