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Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) and its 
implications for social rights, public health and sustainable 
development

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Geraint DAVIES and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

One of the most ambitious bilateral trade agreements in history – the Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (TTIP), which is currently being negotiated between the European Union and the United States – 
may be concluded by the end of 2016. The agreement aims at removing regulatory barriers which restrict the 
promotion of trade and multilateral economic growth. Both the European Union and the United States are 
expected to benefit from significant economic gains as a result of the free-trade agreement, such as important 
GDP growth, facilitation of investments and the creation of new business opportunities as well as of new jobs.

Nevertheless, these arguments do not seem convincing to many TTIP opponents. According to numerous 
studies, TTIP could lead to the downgrading of any standards identified as “barriers” to trade. Therefore, the 
agreement could undermine existing European regulations and levels of protection in areas such as food 
safety, the environment, public health, personal privacy, public services and labour rights. Amongst the 
greatest threats posed by TTIP is that, through its Investor State Dispute Settlement System, it seeks to grant 
transnational corporations an unprecedented power to sue individual governments for losses resulting from 
adopting laws which raise social or environmental standards.

The lack of transparency during the negotiations reduces the capacity of citizens to estimate the potential 
impact of the agreement. Recently released by the NGO Greenpeace (Netherlands), a series of secret TTIP 
negotiation documents seem to justify the fears of many TTIP opponents.

The Parliamentary Assembly should examine whether the current agreement negotiation process 
corresponds to democratic practices and principles of good governance, as well as the possible lowering of 
European social, health and environmental standards resulting from what is currently known of negotiation 
documents.
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Signed1:

DAVIES Geraint, United Kingdom, SOC
CHRISTODOULOPOULOU Anastasia, Greece, UEL
ELZINGA Tuur, Netherlands, UEL
EẞL Franz Leonhard, Austria, EPP/CD
FRIDEZ Pierre-Alain, Switzerland, SOC
GAMBARO Adele, Italy, ALDE
GRIN Jean-Pierre, Switzerland, ALDE
GROTH Annette, Germany, UEL
JANSSON Eva-Lena, Sweden, SOC
JÓNASSON Ögmundur, Iceland, UEL
LEITE RAMOS Luís, Portugal, EPP/CD
MAGRADZE Guguli, Georgia, SOC
MARKOVIĆ Milica, Bosnia and Herzegovina, SOC
MERGEN Martine, Luxembourg, EPP/CD
MİROĞLU Orhan, Turkey, EC
ROSETA Helena, Portugal, SOC
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
STRIK Tineke, Netherlands, SOC
SUTTER Petra, De, Belgium, SOC
VERCAMER Stefaan, Belgium, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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