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Motion for a resolution
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This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

In recent years, Israel witnessed several anti-democratic initiatives taken in the lIsraeli Parliament, the
Knesset. It is particularly alarming, that the Knesset passed several bills that challenge fundamental
democratic rights like equality before the law or the freedom of expression and political protest. A number of
laws severely restrict the space to oppose or criticize Israeli government policy and actions.

At the same time, verbal assaults and even hate speech of Israeli politicians on minorities and the Israeli
peace movement and human rights NGOs severely increased. Numerous attempts exist to restrict the
freedom of expression in academic, artistic and cultural activities. Acts of intimidation by the Israel
government against Human Rights Defenders and NGOs are widespread.

Part of a huge government campaign against NGOs criticizing the human rights violations committed against
the Palestinian civilian population, is the so-called “Transparency Law” or “NGO Law”. This government bill
seeks to oblige NGOs, which receive more than 50% of their funding from “foreign government entities” to
always declare this, both in their publications and meetings or events.

As existing Israeli law already requires transparency, it seems obvious that the bill’s purpose is to stigmatize
and delegitimize NGOs, which promote human rights. A prominent victim of this NGO law is “Breaking the
Silence”, a NGO founded by Israeli Soldiers who request legal prosecution for violation of human rights of
soldiers having committed human rights violations e.g. during the wars against Gaza.

The Parliamentary Assembly should examine anti-democratic trends and initiatives in Israel, particularly the
‘NGO Law”, with a view to drawing general policy conclusions and making recommendations to member
States for improving their response and protecting Israeli society as well as NGOs from the prevailing trend
toward the erosion of democratic values.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed’:

GROTH Annette, Germany, UEL

ELZINGA Tuur, Netherlands, UEL

HANZEK Matjaz, Slovenia, UEL

HEINRICH Gabriela, Germany, SOC
HUNKO Andrej, Germany, UEL

JOHNSSON FORNARVE Lotta, Sweden, UEL
JONASSON Ogmundur, Iceland, UEL
KAVVADIA loanneta, Greece, UEL
KERESTECIOGLU DEMIR Filiz, Turkey, UEL
KOX Tiny, Netherlands, UEL

KURKCU Ertugrul, Turkey, UEL
LOUCAIDES George, Cyprus, UEL
NORDQVIST Rasmus, Denmark, UEL
OZSOY Higyar, Turkey, UEL

PSYCHOGIOS Georgios, Greece, UEL
RODRIGUES Antoénio Filipe, Portugal, UEL
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC

STRIK Tineke, Netherlands, SOC

SUTTER Petra, De, Belgium, SOC
VILLUMSEN Nikolaj, Denmark, UEL

1. SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left



