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Growing hate speech and role of the political leaders in fighting 
hate crime: follow-up to ECRI Recommendations

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Samvel FARMANYAN and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Today Europe faces an unprecedented rise of racism, xenophobia and intolerance causing tensions in 
societies. History repeatedly proves that carelessness and failure to address this plague negatively affects the 
integrity of societies, threatens fundamental human values, and gives birth to autocratic regimes.

The core task of the Council of Europe is to protect human rights and dignity, and promote democracy and the 
rule of law. The leaders of Council of Europe member States should have the political will and act adequately 
to combat ideologies and practices inciting intolerance and containing actions or language undermining 
democracy, cohesion and pluralism. Leaders should avoid dangerous populism to attract in the short-term the 
attention of their electorate, which could divide societies in the long-term. Europe needed decades to 
overcome the harm caused by xenophobic and intolerant politicians.

The recent reports and other publications of the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance 
(ECRI) showed an alarming growth of policy of hatred, hate speech, and intolerance which, in many cases, 
are sponsored or supported by the authorities and practically implemented by the media and educational 
institutions. The Parliamentary Assembly expresses its deep concern about these cases and underlines that 
political leaders should consolidate societies, rather than spreading hate and intolerance and creating dividing 
lines. In the long term perspective, this tendency is a serious threat for all Europe.

Following the findings of the ECRI reports, the Assembly urges public figures and political leaders of member 
States to refrain from hate speech, to create adequate conditions for the development of a diverse and 
independent civil society; to implement actions to combat the harmful hate speech targeted at ethnic, religious 
minorities and other vulnerable groups; put an end to the use of hate speech in political and social life.

The Assembly finds it necessary to have a comprehensive follow-up to the ECRI recommendations.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

FARMANYAN Samvel, Armenia, EPP/CD
ÅBERG Boriana, Sweden, EPP/CD
ALLAVENA Jean-Charles, Monaco, EPP/CD
ANDERSON Donald, United Kingdom, SOC
ARIEV Volodymyr, Ukraine, EPP/CD
BAKOYANNIS Theodora, Greece, EPP/CD
BILLSTRÖM Tobias, Sweden, EPP/CD
BÜCHEL Roland Rino, Switzerland, ALDE
CENTEMERO Elena, Italy, EPP/CD
CILEVIČS Boriss, Latvia, SOC
CRUCHTEN Yves, Luxembourg, SOC
DURANTON Nicole, France, EPP/CD
FEIST Thomas, Germany, EPP/CD
FISCHER Axel E., Germany, EPP/CD
GERMANN Hannes, Switzerland, ALDE
GHILETCHI Valeriu, Republic of Moldova, EPP/CD
GIOVAGNOLI Gerardo, San Marino, SOC
HERKEL Andres, Estonia, EPP/CD
HUNKO Andrej, Germany, UEL
KANDELAKI Giorgi, Georgia, EPP/CD
KARAPETYAN Naira, Armenia, EPP/CD
KÖCK Eduard, Austria, EPP/CD
KOX Tiny, Netherlands, UEL
KYRIAKIDES Stella, Cyprus, EPP/CD
LOUCAIDES George, Cyprus, UEL
MAIJ Marit, Netherlands, SOC
MARKOVIĆ Milica, Bosnia and Herzegovina, SOC
MAURY PASQUIER Liliane, Switzerland, SOC
MELKUMYAN Mikayel, Armenia, EC
MUNYAMA Killion, Poland, EPP/CD
NAGHDALYAN Hermine, Armenia, EC
NEGUTA Andrei, Republic of Moldova, SOC
NICOLETTI Michele, Italy, SOC
OOMEN-RUIJTEN Ria, Netherlands, EPP/CD
PALIHOVICI Liliana, Republic of Moldova, EPP/CD
POCIEJ Aleksander, Poland, EPP/CD
RUSTAMYAN Armen, Armenia, SOC
ŠEPIĆ Senad, Bosnia and Herzegovina, EPP/CD
SHAHGELDYAN Mher, Armenia, EPP/CD
SOBOLEV Serhiy, Ukraine, EPP/CD
STEFANELLI Lorella, San Marino, EPP/CD
VAREIKIS Egidijus, Lithuania, EPP/CD
ZECH Tobias, Germany, EPP/CD
ZINGERIS Emanuelis, Lithuania, EPP/CD
ZOHRABYAN Naira, Armenia, EC

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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