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Investor protection and human rights

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Cristina DE PIETRO and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Investor-State dispute resolution mechanisms are increasingly included as a chapter in numerous 
International Investment Agreements (IIAs) and Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) and, in particular, Investor-
State dispute settlement (ISDS) provisions grant special legal privileges to foreign corporations that have the 
legal right to sue governments outside of domestic courts in arbitration tribunals, bypassing the national 
judicial system and circumventing domestic laws and regulations as well as weakening State sovereignty.

Governmental measures that have been challenged most frequently by ISDS provisions include but are not 
limited to: environmental and public health measures and human rights protection in particular workers' rights 
protection and guarantees.

This system drastically alters the balance of power between multinational companies and States, significantly 
favoring investors’ rights and restraining States’ powers dealing with foreign corporations working within those 
States.

Human rights obligations under the Charter of the United Nations shall prevail over obligations under any 
other international agreement. Consequently, States should guarantee that all IIAs and FTAs recognise the 
absolute prevalence of the UN human rights regime and ensure that, if any dispute arises, human rights 
obligations should prevail.

The European Union is negotiating the TTIP (Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership) with the USA 
and the European Commission’s most recent ISDS model, the re-labelled Investment Court System (ICS), still 
undermines the International legal order and genuine democracy as well as the previously envisioned model.

Furthermore States already have in place their own dispute resolution laws, rendering unnecessary the 
separate ISDS regime.

The Parliamentary Assembly should re-affirm that all States are bound by the Charter of the United Nations 
and, accordingly, all treaties must be compliant with it, especially with respect to its human rights regime.

The Assembly should also evaluate the possibility of encouraging the member States to ban ISDS and ICS 
provisions in future treaties into which they enter.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

DE PIETRO Cristina, Italy, ALDE
BERTUZZI Maria Teresa, Italy, SOC
BILDARRATZ Jokin, Spain, ALDE
BUTLER Dawn, United Kingdom, SOC
CENTEMERO Elena, Italy, EPP/CD
CIMBRO Eleonora, Italy, SOC
CORSINI Paolo, Italy, SOC
DIVINA Sergio, Italy, NR
GAMBARO Adele, Italy, ALDE
GARÐARSSON Karl, Iceland, ALDE
GIRO Francesco Maria, Italy, EPP/CD
JORDANA Carles, Andorra, ALDE
KRONBICHLER Florian, Italy, SOC
LUCHERINI Carlo, Italy, SOC
MATEU Meritxell, Andorra, ALDE
MIGNON Jean-Claude, France, EPP/CD
ROUQUET René, France, SOC
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
SOTNYK Olena, Ukraine, ALDE
XUCLÀ Jordi, Spain, ALDE

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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