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This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The situation of refugees and migrants crossing the central Mediterranean and Aegean Seas continues to be
a source of the utmost concern. Whilst the numbers arriving on the Greek islands may have fallen, those
taking the far more dangerous central Mediterranean route have remained at or even above the extremely
high levels of 2015. Over 3 600 have lost their lives this year.

Further human rights concerns are raised by Europe’s responses to this situation, including detention
conditions in hotspots, reception conditions and access to asylum procedures in ltaly and Greece, and the
circumstances in which those returned to Turkey under the EU-Turkey Agreement find themselves.

These negative human rights consequences have been exacerbated by European States’ failure to implement
agreed policies on family reunification under the Dublin Regulation, relocation under the European Council
decisions and resettlement under various European Union agreements. Such lack of solidarity and refusal to
share responsibility means that pressure has continued to mount on struggling front-line States.

As far as implemented action is concerned, the European Union is engaged in naval operation “Sophia” in the
central Mediterranean, intended to disrupt migrant smuggling. Its proposal to train Libyan coastguards to
intercept refugees and migrants in Libyan waters and return them to the national territory, despite the horrific
human rights abuses that many suffer there, is a real cause for concern.

The Parliamentary Assembly should examine recent European policy innovations in response to the
continuing mass arrivals across the Mediterranean, building on its work in previous reports on various aspects
of this constantly evolving situation, with a view to making recommendations to member States and the
European Union.

Signed (see overleaf)
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STRIK Tineke, Netherlands, SOC
BILDARRATZ Jokin, Spain, ALDE

BRUYN Piet, De, Belgium, NR
CHRISTODOULOPOULOU Anastasia, Greece, UEL
CHRISTOFFERSEN Lise, Norway, SOC

DI STEFANO Manlio, Italy, NR
EROTOKRITOU Christiana, Cyprus, SOC
FIALA Doris, Switzerland, ALDE

FRIDEZ Pierre-Alain, Switzerland, SOC
GAFAROVA Sahiba, Azerbaijan, EC
GUNNARSSON Jonas, Sweden, SOC
HUOVINEN Susanna, Finland, SOC
JANSSON Eva-Lena, Sweden, SOC

JENSEN Mogens, Denmark, SOC
JONASSON Ogmundur, Iceland, UEL
KARLSSON Niklas, Sweden, SOC

KORUN Alev, Austria, SOC

MAELEN Dirk, Van der, Belgium, SOC

MAIJ Marit, Netherlands, SOC

MASSEY Doreen, United Kingdom, SOC
MAURY PASQUIER Liliane, Switzerland, SOC
MILTENBURG Anouchka, van, Netherlands, ALDE
PALLARES Judith, Andorra, ALDE
PSYCHOGIOS Georgios, Greece, UEL

REPS Mailis, Estonia, ALDE

SANDBZK Ulla, Denmark, UEL
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
SCHRIJVER Nico, Netherlands, SOC
SUTTER Petra, De, Belgium, SOC
VARVITSIOTIS Miltiadis, Greece, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group



