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Recently arrived refugees and migrants at risk of radicalisation

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Sahiba GAFAROVA and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The recent terrorist attacks, in particular those in Paris, Istanbul, Brussels, Nice and Munich, have provoked 
intense debates on the issue of the infiltration of terrorists from Daesh into recent arrivals of refugees and 
migrants. Several media have reported that migrant smugglers claimed to have been contacted by 
representatives of Daesh. The misuse by individual terrorists of the mass arrivals of refugees and migrants to 
facilitate their own entry into Western Europe with criminal intent represents several risks, in particular 
radicalisation of refugees through contact with these extremist elements, further stigmatisation of all migrants 
and an increasing, if disproportionate, fear and mistrust in destination countries.

The overwhelming majority of refugees arriving in Europe are fleeing violence and extremism in their native 
countries and come to Europe with the hope of a peaceful and secure life. Unfortunately, some of them may 
be radicalised in refugee camps on their way. Others can be subject to radicalisation when they fail to 
integrate into European society and suffer different forms of violence beginning on their arrival, as was 
described in Mr Rigoni’s recent report on violence against migrants (Doc. 14066).

European countries should develop a joint approach to prevent the infiltration of recently arrived refugees and 
migrants and the risk of their radicalisation. Reception systems must be more efficient in alerting police forces 
across Europe to the presence of suspected terrorists, thereby ensuring the protection of refugees against 
terrorist groups whilst reassuring the populations in the destination countries.

The “NoHateNoFear” campaign launched by the President of the Parliamentary Assembly to combat terrorism 
is a good example of a common European response to the attempts to divide people and promote fear and 
hatred. Elimination of radical discourse and fighting segregation and discrimination against migrants, close co-
operation with migrant communities and providing more education and employment opportunities should be 
included in measures aimed at prevention of radicalisation which could be advocated by the Assembly.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

GAFAROVA Sahiba, Azerbaijan, EC
CSENGER-ZALÁN Zsolt, Hungary, EPP/CD
CSÖBÖR Katalin, Hungary, EPP/CD
DUMERY Daphné, Belgium, NR
EROTOKRITOU Christiana, Cyprus, SOC
FIALA Doris, Switzerland, ALDE
HÜBINGER Anette, Germany, EPP/CD
JOVANOVIĆ Jovan, Serbia, ALDE
KANDEMİR Erkan, Turkey, EC
KLEINBERGA Nellija, Latvia, ALDE
KÖCK Eduard, Austria, EPP/CD
MARKOVIĆ Milica, Bosnia and Herzegovina, SOC
MARQUES Duarte, Portugal, EPP/CD
MUNYAMA Killion, Poland, EPP/CD
OBREMSKI Jarosław, Poland, EC
PACKALÉN Tom, Finland, EC
PALLARÉS Judith, Andorra, ALDE
PANTIĆ PILJA Biljana, Serbia, EPP/CD
POCIEJ Aleksander, Poland, EPP/CD
RIGONI Andrea, Italy, ALDE
VAREIKIS Egidijus, Lithuania, EPP/CD
YAŞAR Serap, Turkey, EC

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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