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This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

In a speech before the Human Rights Council on 13 September 2016, the United Nations (UN) High
Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein noted with grave concern that several member States
of the Council of Europe refuse to grant UN human rights mechanisms access to their countries or to specific
areas. These include south-east Turkey, Crimea, Abkhazia, South Ossetia, Nagorno-Karabakh and Armenia.

The Council of Europe’s own monitoring bodies have also had difficulties in accessing certain member States
or areas, in particular the Commissioner for Human Rights.

The Council of Europe’s member States should set a positive example in co-operating with all human rights
monitoring bodies they are participating in. They should also enable the Council of Europe’s relevant bodies to
fully co-operate with their UN counterparts in order to achieve the best possible synergies and avoid any
double work.

The Parliamentary Assembly considers that neutral human rights monitoring without any double standards is
crucial for establishing a clear picture of the human rights situation so that appropriate measures can be taken
to protect rights more effectively.

The Assembly therefore resolves to examine ways and means to improve co-operation between the human
rights monitoring bodies of the Council of Europe and of the UN and, in particular, to ensure their full and
unimpeded access to all areas of our continent.
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1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left



