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Protecting the rights of people with psychosocial disabilities 
with regard to involuntary measures in psychiatry

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Stella KYRIAKIDES and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Since 2013, the Council of Europe Committee on Bioethics (DH-BIO) has been working on drawing up an 
Additional Protocol to the Oviedo Convention, aimed at protecting the rights of people with psychosocial 
disabilities with regard to involuntary placement and involuntary treatment.

On 22 April 2016, the Parliamentary Assembly adopted Recommendation 2091 (2016) on “The case against a 
Council of Europe legal instrument on involuntary measures in psychiatry”, in which it opposed the drafting of 
such an Additional Protocol and recommended to the Committee of Ministers (CM) to invite the DH-BIO to 
instead focus its work on promoting alternatives to involuntary measures in psychiatry.

Despite the Assembly’s concerns being shared by a number of high-profile human rights bodies, including the 
Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights and the committee responsible for monitoring the 
implementation of the relevant UN Convention, the UNCRPD, the Committee of Ministers replied in November 
2016 giving the green light for continued work on the Additional Protocol. More positively, the Committee of 
Ministers agreed on the importance of information exchange and sharing of best practices with a view to the 
complementary development of guidelines to reduce the use of involuntary measures, and – taking up an 
Assembly recommendation – encouraged the DH-BIO to directly involve disability rights organisations in the 
work still to be undertaken on the Additional Protocol.

It is important that the Assembly be in a position to closely follow the on-going work, both regarding content 
(how to minimise the negative effect this Additional Protocol may have on the rights of people with 
psychosocial disabilities, as well as on the credibility of the Council of Europe as a human rights 
organisation?) and procedure (how to ensure the adequate involvement of disability rights organisations in the 
drafting procedure?).

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

KYRIAKIDES Stella, Cyprus, EPP/CD
BRASSEUR Anne, Luxembourg, ALDE
BUDNER Margareta, Poland, EC
CILEVIČS Boriss, Latvia, SOC
GHILETCHI Valeriu, Republic of Moldova, EPP/CD
GRIN Jean-Pierre, Switzerland, ALDE
JENSEN Mogens, Denmark, SOC
KIRAL Serhii, Ukraine, EC
LEITE RAMOS Luís, Portugal, EPP/CD
MASIULIS Kęstutis, Lithuania, EPP/CD
MASSEY Doreen, United Kingdom, SOC
MAURY PASQUIER Liliane, Switzerland, SOC
MERGEN Martine, Luxembourg, EPP/CD
OHLSSON Carina, Sweden, SOC
PECKOVÁ Gabriela, Czech Republic, EPP/CD
PRESCOTT John, United Kingdom, SOC
PRUIDZE Irina, Georgia, NR
QUÉRÉ Catherine, France, SOC
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
ŠKOBERNE Jan, Slovenia, SOC
SUTTER Petra, De, Belgium, SOC
VERCAMER Stefaan, Belgium, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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