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Education geared towards pupils’ needs

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Rafael HUSEYNOV and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Today most schooling in Europe is “school-centred” rather than child-oriented. Schools are predominantly 
organised and managed paying attention to operational constraints, but the solutions adopted do not 
necessarily reflect the most effective ways to educate children. It may be far more manageable to teach 
children in classrooms under the supervision of teachers along a fixed set of course options and using the 
same textbooks and learning resources for all. However, the failing results of the predominant ‘one-size-fits-
all’ model of education are gradually moving the attention of education specialists from improving 
organisational efficiency to the understanding that schools should be redesigned to enhance student learning.

The child-centred education model considers that all children have a right to an education that helps them 
grow and develop to their fullest. Every child is a unique and special individual. Consequently, teaching should 
be “personalised”, meaning that it should address the distinct learning needs, interests, aspirations, or cultural 
backgrounds of individual pupils. This “personalised” model could help responding to the expectations of 
children with special needs, including disabilities or particular giftedness.

Furthermore, there is a need for a better understanding in European school systems of remedial education, 
which can be designed for any pupils, with or without special needs; the defining trait is simply that they have 
reached a point of unpreparedness, regardless of why. For example, even children of high intelligence can be 
under-prepared if their education was disrupted, for example, by internal displacement or war or simply by 
migration.

The Parliamentary Assembly should explore these different aspects, seeking to provide policy guidelines on 
how to improve the European school systems to give every child a better and more individual development 
opportunity.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

HUSEYNOV Rafael, Azerbaijan, ALDE
BEUS RICHEMBERGH Goran, Croatia, ALDE
DOKLE Namik, Albania, SOC
EBERLE-STRUB Susanne, Liechtenstein, ALDE
ELENA Eric, Monaco, ALDE
FOULKES George, United Kingdom, SOC
GAFAROVA Sahiba, Azerbaijan, EC
GAMBARO Adele, Italy, ALDE
GUNNARSDÓTTIR Bjarkey, Iceland, UEL
HAMID Hamid, Bulgaria, ALDE
HAMOUSOVÁ Zdeňka, Czech Republic, ALDE
HEER Alfred, Switzerland, ALDE
LE DÉAUT Jean-Yves, France, SOC
LOPUSHANSKYI Andrii, Ukraine, ALDE
MELKUMYAN Mikayel, Armenia, EC
ÖNAL Suat, Turkey, EC
PALLARÉS Judith, Andorra, ALDE
PASHAYEVA Ganira, Azerbaijan, ALDE
POLIAČIK Martin, Slovak Republic, ALDE
RODRÍGUEZ HERNÁNDEZ Melisa, Spain, ALDE
SCHNEIDER André, France, EPP/CD
SEYIDOV Samad, Azerbaijan, EC
THIÉRY Damien, Belgium, ALDE
TOPCU Zühal, Turkey, EC
TROY Robert, Ireland, ALDE
VITANOV Petar, Bulgaria, SOC

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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