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Stop violence and exploitation of migrant children

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Andrea RIGONI and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Europe has witnessed a significant increase in the number of refugee or migrant children arriving on their own 
or accompanied by their relatives. In 2015-2016 alone, 160 000 unaccompanied children applied for asylum in 
Europe. As most of them arrive to Europe by illegal paths risking encounters with traffickers and smugglers, 
they are often subjected to violence, abuse and exploitation.

Moreover, some European countries still continue the harmful practice of detention of migrant children, which 
has a detrimental effect on their health and development. Migrant children are often at risk of sexual violence, 
especially in migrant reception centres, where they are placed together with adults. They also fall victim to 
bullying, discrimination and xenophobia in the host countries. According to UNICEF reports, some migrant 
children are forced into prostitution and sexually exploited by smugglers and traffickers

Regrettably, the lack of joint governmental and non-governmental violence preventive strategy, specialised 
facilities to host migrant children, as well as professional and qualified staff put migrant children at serious risk 
of violence.

The governments of the Council of Europe member States should adopt a common strategy on how to 
combat violence against migrant children and ensure strong protection of their rights. This should include 
opening more opportunities for legal and safe entry of migrant children, implementing policies on alternative 
solutions to the detention of migrant children, and providing them with free access to all services and health 
protection, ensuring the best conditions for their adaptation to the new environment in the host countries. The 
Parliamentary Assembly, inspired by the achievements of the two-year parliamentary campaign to End 
Immigration Detention of Children, could take further action on the protection of migrant children.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

RIGONI Andrea, Italy, ALDE
ARIEV Volodymyr, Ukraine, EPP/CD
CHRISTODOULOPOULOU Anastasia, Greece, UEL
CILEVIČS Boriss, Latvia, SOC
DURANTON Nicole, France, EPP/CD
EROTOKRITOU Christiana, Cyprus, SOC
FIALA Doris, Switzerland, ALDE
FRIDEZ Pierre-Alain, Switzerland, SOC
GENTVILAS Simonas, Lithuania, ALDE
HAJDUKOVIĆ Domagoj, Croatia, SOC
HUOVINEN Susanna, Finland, SOC
IONOVA Mariia, Ukraine, EPP/CD
JOHNSEN Kristin Ørmen, Norway, EPP/CD
MARQUES Duarte, Portugal, EPP/CD
MİROĞLU Orhan, Turkey, EC
MUNYAMA Killion, Poland, EPP/CD
OBREMSKI Jarosław, Poland, EC
POLIAČIK Martin, Slovak Republic, ALDE
PSYCHOGIOS Georgios, Greece, UEL
SANDBÆK Ulla, Denmark, UEL
SOBOLEV Serhiy, Ukraine, EPP/CD
VAREIKIS Egidijus, Lithuania, EPP/CD
VERDUCCI Francesco, Italy, SOC
YAŞAR Serap, Turkey, EC
ZOHRABYAN Naira, Armenia, EC

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialist Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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