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Stop hate speech and acts of hatred in sport

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Goran BEUS RICHEMBERGH and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Violent incidents and hate speech are a common problem in sport. In particular, they involve verbal abuse 
(insults, chants) and acts committed (displaying of placards, symbols) at sports events which inflame 
nationalist sentiments, denigrate women, homosexuals and ethnic minorities or incite violence against them. 
The phenomenon sometimes manifests itself more allusively, for instance with the setting on fire of an 
inflatable doll wearing the opposing team’s kit. However, it also goes beyond the individual or collective 
conduct of supporters and occurs between or against players, teams, trainers or referees.

While increased attention has been paid to hate speech and acts of hatred in sport in recent years, sexist and 
homophobic speech and acts are less widely recognised or are trivialised, and largely remain unpunished.

The Parliamentary Assembly underlines that hate speech and acts of hatred undermine respect for human 
dignity and the principle of equality and are a violation of human rights. Sport should be an instrument for 
promoting and transmitting values such as mutual respect and tolerance, rather than a breeding ground for 
racist, sexist and homophobic ideas.

To combat this scourge, it is necessary to raise awareness and introduce specific measures involving all the 
relevant stakeholders, including the authorities, players, trainers, referees, the media, national and 
international sports organisations and the population as a whole.

The Assembly should take stock of the situation with a view to recommending to Council of Europe member 
States the measures needed to effectively combat and prevent hate speech and acts of hatred in sport.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

BEUS RICHEMBERGH Goran, Croatia, ALDE
BADEA Viorel Riceard, Romania, EPP/CD
BİLGEHAN Gülsün, Turkey, SOC
BLONDIN Maryvonne, France, SOC
BRUYN Piet, De, Belgium, NR
GATTI Marco, San Marino, EPP/CD
GROTH Annette, Germany, UEL
HARANGOZÓ Gábor, Hungary, SOC
HEINRICH Gabriela, Germany, SOC
HIGGINS Alice-Mary, Ireland, SOC
HUNKO Andrej, Germany, UEL
KERESTECİOĞLU DEMİR Filiz, Turkey, UEL
KOVÁCS Elvira, Serbia, EPP/CD
LAMBERT Jérôme, France, SOC
NICOLINI Marco, San Marino, UEL
OHLSSON Carina, Sweden, SOC
OOMEN-RUIJTEN Ria, Netherlands, EPP/CD
STELLINI David, Malta, EPP/CD
STROE Ionuț-Marian, Romania, EPP/CD
THIÉRY Damien, Belgium, ALDE
TORNARE Manuel, Switzerland, SOC
WURM Gisela, Austria, SOC

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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