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This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The worrying developments in Turkey’s prisons are best portrayed by a recent United Nations report which
calls on Turkey to live up to its “zero tolerance on torture” policy. In this context, the imrali Island prison
deserves a special attention.

From 1999 to 2009, Abdullah Ocalan was the only prisoner of the imrali Island prison off the coast of the
Marmara Sea in Turkey. There are now three other inmates at this island prison. According to the lawyers of
the four inmates, there has been no lawyer-client consultation since 2011.

Since September 2016, the inmates have not had any contact with their family — or anyone else.

They cannot be reached through telephone, letters and/or any other way. The prisoners have no means of
reaching a court or the outside world.

The isolation conditions in the imrali Island prison have been criticised by the European Committee for the
Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) in numerous reports;
despite this being the case, the situation has worsened.

Under emergency decrees, similar methods of treatment threaten prisoners’ defence rights (restrictions on
reaching their lawyers and family) and human dignity (such as the introduction of jumpsuits when going to
court) also in numerous other prisons.

All member States of the Council of Europe should abide by the rulings of the CPT and the European
Convention on Human Rights.

Therefore, the Parliamentary Assembly should look into the allegations of isolation torture of prisoners in
Turkey and the deprivation of their rights under the European Convention on Human Rights and the European
Convention for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed’:

HUNKO Andrej, Germany, UEL

AKBULUT Gokay, Germany, UEL

BLAHA Lubos$, Slovak Republic, SOC
BRYNJOLFSDOTTIR Résa Bjork, Iceland, NR
CROWE Sean, Ireland, UEL

EIDE Petter, Norway, UEL
GORROTXATEGUI Miren Edurne, Spain, UEL
JORGENSEN Jan E., Denmark, ALDE
KAVVADIA loanneta, Greece, UEL
KERESTECIOGLU DEMIR Filiz, Turkey, UEL
KURKCU Ertugrul, Turkey, UEL

NICOLINI Marco, San Marino, UEL
NORDQVIST Rasmus, Denmark, UEL
OVERBEEK Henk, Netherlands, UEL
OZSOY Higyar, Turkey, UEL

PSYCHOGIOS Georgios, Greece, UEL
RUSTAMYAN Armen, Armenia, SOC
SHEPPARD Tommy, United Kingdom, NR
SKOBERNE Jan, Slovenia, SOC
SONDERGAARD Saren, Denmark, UEL
STIENEN Petra, Netherlands, ALDE
THORARINSSON Birgir, Iceland, NR

UCA Feleknas, Turkey, UEL

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group



