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Civil liberties in Poland, Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova 
must be preserved

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Alexander [The Earl of] DUNDEE and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The rule of law in Poland, Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova has been a matter of growing concern for the 
international community, including the Parliamentary Assembly which adopted Resolution 2188 (2017) on 
“New threats to the rule of law in Council of Europe member States: selected examples” and written 
declarations Nos. 637, 641 and 644.

These appeals have not been seriously considered by the authorities of the countries concerned.

In Poland, new anti-constitutional laws on the Supreme Court and the National Council of the Judiciary have 
entered into force in January 2018. The National Broadcasting Council imposed a fine on the Polish private 
broadcaster TVN, as it allegedly “infringed the law by promoting illegal activities and encouraging a behaviour 
that threatens security”. The decision was repelled following strong public criticism, but is commonly perceived 
as a “warning” to the media.

In Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova, harassment of anti-corruption and pro-European activists, 
independent journalists and opposition politicians is conducted by the law enforcement bodies with the tacit 
consent of and reluctant response from the judiciary and the government bodies. The highest Ukrainian 
officials seem to undermine the independence of the country’s National Anti-corruption Bureau, while Irina 
Nozdrovska, a human rights activist received open threats before being murdered.

The tendency to violate democratic standards in the Republic of Moldova continues. Despite vocal protests, a 
new electoral law favouring the interests of pro-government forces was adopted.

In all those countries, non-governmental organisations, critical of the State authorities and activists, are under 
unacceptable pressure (including defamatory campaigns leading to hate speech and physical attacks). There 
are several hundreds of criminal proceedings against the activists and protesters in Poland.

In order to protect the rule of law and civil liberties in these countries, the Assembly should resolve to carefully 
investigate and propose practical measures to counter the above-mentioned problems by all the competent 
bodies of the Council of Europe and the member States.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

DUNDEE Alexander, [The Earl of], United Kingdom, EC
AMON Werner, Austria, EPP/CD
BARDELL Hannah, United Kingdom, NR
CEPEDA José, Spain, SOC
CILEVIČS Boriss, Latvia, SOC
CORSINI Paolo, Italy, SOC
CREASY Stella, United Kingdom, SOC
DURANTON Nicole, France, EPP/CD
FOULKES George, United Kingdom, SOC
JENSEN Mogens, Denmark, SOC
JONES Susan Elan, United Kingdom, SOC
JURATOVIC Josip, Germany, SOC
KAVVADIA Ioanneta, Greece, UEL
KERN Claude, France, ALDE
KOX Tiny, Netherlands, UEL
KRONBICHLER Florian, Italy, SOC
McCARTHY Kerry, United Kingdom, SOC
MENDES Ana Catarina, Portugal, SOC
OMTZIGT Pieter, Netherlands, EPP/CD
OOMEN-RUIJTEN Ria, Netherlands, EPP/CD
OVERBEEK Henk, Netherlands, UEL
ROJHAN GUSTAFSSON Azadeh, Sweden, SOC
SCHWABE Frank, Germany, SOC
SHARMA Virendra, United Kingdom, SOC
SHEPPARD Tommy, United Kingdom, NR
SOTNYK Olena, Ukraine, ALDE
STRIK Tineke, Netherlands, SOC
SUTTER Petra, De, Belgium, SOC
THIÉRY Damien, Belgium, ALDE
VEN Mart, van de, Netherlands, ALDE

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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