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An ambitious Council of Europe agenda for gender equality

Motion for a recommendation
tabled by Ms Elvira KOVÁCS and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Since its outset, and increasingly in recent years, the Council of Europe has contributed to furthering greater 
equality between women and men by raising awareness, setting standards and monitoring their 
implementation. International legal instruments such as the Convention on Action against Trafficking in 
Human Beings and the Convention on Preventing and combating violence against women and domestic 
violence (Istanbul Convention) are universally recognised as milestones in their respective areas. Although 
non-binding, authoritative texts both from the Committee of Ministers and the Parliamentary Assembly have 
contributed to setting the agenda of gender equality, indicating ambitious goals that many actors are working 
hard to achieve.

In spite of the progress in these and other areas, much remains to be done to achieve gender equality, 
including in areas such as economic empowerment and political representation. Ingrained prejudice and 
discrimination still hinder women’s opportunities and the long-standing power imbalance between women and 
men has not been eradicated. In fact, women’s rights are facing a backlash, particularly in areas such as 
sexual and reproductive health, while opposition is voiced against the Istanbul Convention.

2019 will mark the 70th anniversary of the Council of Europe. It is time for the Assembly to take stock of the 
progress to which the Organisation has contributed so far in the area of gender equality, and to make 
proposals to the Committee of Ministers for a new, ambitious and visionary agenda and timeline, to make it 
clear that the Council of Europe stands firm for equal opportunities and equal rights for women and men.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

KOVÁCS Elvira, Serbia, EPP/CD
ÆVARSDÓTTIR Thorhildur Sunna, Iceland, SOC
BAYR Petra, Austria, SOC
BENKŐ Erika, Romania, EPP/CD
BEUS RICHEMBERGH Goran, Croatia, ALDE
BİLGEHAN Gülsün, Turkey, SOC
BLONDIN Maryvonne, France, SOC
BRUYN Piet, De, Belgium, NR
BUDNER Margareta, Poland, EC
DONALDSON Jeffrey, United Kingdom, EC
ESTRELA Edite, Portugal, SOC
GENTVILAS Simonas, Lithuania, ALDE
GORROTXATEGUI Miren Edurne, Spain, UEL
GUNNARSSON Jonas, Sweden, SOC
JENSEN Mogens, Denmark, SOC
KERESTECİOĞLU DEMİR Filiz, Turkey, UEL
KOPŘIVA František, Czech Republic, NR
MARUKYAN Edmon, Armenia, ALDE
MUNYAMA Killion, Poland, EPP/CD
PRUNĂ Cristina-Mădălina, Romania, NR
THIÉRY Damien, Belgium, ALDE
TORNARE Manuel, Switzerland, SOC
YAŞAR Serap, Turkey, EC

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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