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New forms of public debate on the ethical aspects of rapid 
advances in science and technology

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Stefan SCHENNACH and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

As underlined in Recommendation 2102 (2017) of the Parliamentary Assembly, developments in science and 
technology related to the field of genetics and genomics, neurosciences, big data, artificial intelligence and 
robotics offer many opportunities, but also raise alarming ethical and legal questions.

The need for public debate and appropriate consultation is clearly stated as a guiding principle in the Council 
of Europe Oviedo Convention (Article 28). However, considering the speed of technological change, this 
principle has to be carefully examined and also extended to applications of converging technologies (NBIC) 
outside the biomedical field.

Science and technology cannot contribute to progress unless, at the same time, there is democratic progress. 
Safeguarding human dignity requires new forms of open, informed and adversarial public debate, very early 
on in the process, involving not only lawmakers and experts but also non-governmental organisations, the 
general public and the media. Moreover, informed debate on scientific and technological developments and 
the ethical issues they raise also needs to be part of the school curricula.

The Assembly should therefore identify good practices and develop guidelines and recommendations to 
stimulate these new processes in the member States.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
BEREZA Boryslav, Ukraine, EPP/CD
BİLGEHAN Gülsün, Turkey, SOC
BRASSEUR Anne, Luxembourg, ALDE
COMTE Raphaël, Switzerland, ALDE
CORSINI Paolo, Italy, SOC
DUMITRESCU Cristian-Sorin, Romania, SOC
GONÇALVES Carlos Alberto, Portugal, EPP/CD
GRYFFROY Andries, Belgium, NR
GYÖNGYÖSI Márton, Hungary, NR
HERKEL Andres, Estonia, EPP/CD
HONKONEN Petri, Finland, ALDE
JENSEN Mogens, Denmark, SOC
MİROĞLU Orhan, Turkey, EC
ÖNAL Suat, Turkey, EC
RUSTAMYAN Armen, Armenia, SOC
SANTA ANA María Concepción, de, Spain, EPP/CD
SCHÄFER Axel, Germany, SOC
SHALSI Eduard, Albania, SOC
XUCLÀ Jordi, Spain, ALDE

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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