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Time to act: Europe’s political response to fighting the 
manipulation of sports competitions

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Roland Rino BÜCHEL and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Europe has fallen victim to the phenomenon of manipulations of sports competitions, notably due to the 
impact of related crimes on the economy and society. Substantial efforts are being invested by relevant public 
and private stakeholders but these are insufficiently co-ordinated trans-nationally.

The Council of Europe Convention on the Manipulation of Sports Competitions (STCE No. 215) was adopted 
in 2014 to provide a legal framework for co-operation. The Parliamentary Assembly has played a key role in 
this process by first advocating for the drafting of this Convention (Recommendation 1997 (2012)), and then 
calling upon States to swiftly ratify it (Opinion 287 (2014)). In four years, 32 States have signed the 
Convention but only three have ratified it; a total of five ratifications are necessary for the Convention to enter 
into force.

European Union member States have played an important role in the process leading up to the Convention’s 
adoption. However, they are today prevented from ratifying the Convention, apparently due to an institutional 
deadlock at European Council level because of controversial interpretations of European Union law and the 
veto of one country.

This situation is unacceptable. It nurtures a detrimental perception of European institutions incapable of 
providing a sufficient response to a public issue. Meanwhile, criminal networks are taking advantage of the 
absence of an international legal framework to corrupt sports competitions. Furthermore, if a collective 
deadlock of ratifications due to a single country veto can be achieved, it would threaten the Council of 
Europe’s capacity to establish standards.

The Assembly has a commitment regarding inter-institutional co-operation between the Council of Europe and 
the European Union and supports the standard-setting function of the Council of Europe; it can therefore help 
by condemning the situation and urging concrete steps towards the ratification of the Convention.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

BÜCHEL Roland Rino, Switzerland, ALDE
BRASSEUR Anne, Luxembourg, ALDE
COMTE Raphaël, Switzerland, ALDE
CORSINI Paolo, Italy, SOC
DUMITRESCU Cristian-Sorin, Romania, SOC
GAMBARO Adele, Italy, FDG
GONÇALVES Carlos Alberto, Portugal, EPP/CD
GORGHIU Alina Ștefania, Romania, EPP/CD
GRYFFROY Andries, Belgium, NR
GYÖNGYÖSI Márton, Hungary, NR
HERKEL Andres, Estonia, EPP/CD
HONKONEN Petri, Finland, ALDE
JENSEN Mogens, Denmark, SOC
NĚMCOVÁ Miroslava, Czech Republic, EC
POPA Ion, Romania, EPP/CD
RUSTAMYAN Armen, Armenia, SOC
SANTA ANA María Concepción, de, Spain, EPP/CD
SCHÄFER Axel, Germany, SOC
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
TUȘA Adriana Diana, Romania, SOC
XUCLÀ Jordi, Spain, ALDE

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
FDG: Free Democrats Group
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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