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Preserving Europe’s linguistic, ethnic, cultural and national 
diversity

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Elvira KOVÁCS and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The European standards for the protection of the rights of persons belonging to national minorities are 
primarily set by the 1995 Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities. The importance of 
respecting cultural diversity and working together at European level to protect and promote the rights of 
persons belonging to national minorities has been repeatedly reaffirmed, notably at the celebration of the 
Council of Europe’s 50th anniversary in 1999 and in the Final Declaration and Action Plan of the Third Summit 
of Heads of State and Government of the Council of Europe in 2005.

In the past twenty years, the Framework Convention has provided invaluable support for turning these words 
into a reality. The implementation of the Convention has positively affected national minorities in States parties 
and helped to maintain their linguistic, ethnic, cultural and national identity.

In the light of growing rhetoric which stigmatises diversity, it is time for the Parliamentary Assembly to reaffirm 
that respect for linguistic, ethnic, cultural and national diversity is a cornerstone of the system of human rights 
protection in Europe.

The Assembly should therefore look at the manner in which the Framework Convention has been 
implemented, take stock of achievements and draw together examples of best practices. The aim of this work 
is to show that compliance with the Convention contributes to the effective protection of national minorities 
and of the rights and freedoms of persons belonging to those minorities and to showcase the best practices 
implemented in Council of Europe member States.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

KOVÁCS Elvira, Serbia, EPP/CD
BADEA Viorel Riceard, Romania, EPP/CD
BAYR Petra, Austria, SOC
BEUS RICHEMBERGH Goran, Croatia, ALDE
CHRISTENSEN Jette, Norway, SOC
DAVIES David, United Kingdom, EC
DONCHEV Andon, Bulgaria, NR
ESTRELA Edite, Portugal, SOC
GAILLOT Albane, France, NR
GORROTXATEGUI Miren Edurne, Spain, UEL
GRIN Jean-Pierre, Switzerland, ALDE
HEINRICH Gabriela, Germany, SOC
HEINRICH Frank, Germany, EPP/CD
HETTO-GAASCH Françoise, Luxembourg, EPP/CD
KELLEHER Colette, Ireland, SOC
KOPŘIVA František, Czech Republic, ALDE
KRONBICHLER Florian, Italy, SOC
LABLAK Aicha, Morocco
RAUCH Isabelle, France, NR
THIÉRY Damien, Belgium, ALDE
TORNARE Manuel, Switzerland, SOC
USOV Kostiantyn, Ukraine, EC

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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