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Discrimination against Roma and Travellers in the field of 
housing

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Florian KRONBICHLER and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Around Europe, many Roma live in appalling housing conditions, with no access to mains water or sewerage, 
no electricity and no paved roads. They are frequently forced to live far from the centre of towns and cities, in 
racially segregated conditions. Often their settlements are unauthorised or they cannot prove they have title to 
property due to lack of documentation, leaving them highly vulnerable to forced and frequent evictions.

Those Roma and Traveller nomadic communities who wish to maintain an itinerant lifestyle are for their part 
often confronted with a severe shortage of sites, leading to an explosive combination of unsuitable living 
conditions for them and tensions with local residents and authorities.

This situation has dire consequences for the health and access to employment of Roma and Travellers and 
for the access of their children to education, both of which severely diminish the life chances and life 
expectancy of Roma and Travellers. Moreover, the situation both results from and fuels anti-Gypsyism. There 
have been many violent attacks on Roma settlements in Europe in recent years, and numerous evictions 
leaving children and adults traumatised and their shelter and belongings destroyed. Local authorities and 
police moreover do not always respond in ways that are conducive to protecting human rights.

The Parliamentary Assembly should investigate these issues, which involve an intricate chain of 
discrimination and other human rights violations, as has already been confirmed by the case-law of the 
European Court of Human Rights and the European Committee of Social Rights. It should conduct in-depth 
research into discrimination against Roma and Travellers in the field of housing throughout Europe and, on 
the basis of these findings, make recommendations to member States in order to put an end to this situation.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

KRONBICHLER Florian, Italy, SOC
AČIENĖ Vida, Lithuania, NR
BAYR Petra, Austria, SOC
BEUS RICHEMBERGH Goran, Croatia, ALDE
BLONDIN Maryvonne, France, SOC
ESTRELA Edite, Portugal, SOC
GAILLOT Albane, France, NR
GORROTXATEGUI Miren Edurne, Spain, UEL
GUNNARSSON Jonas, Sweden, SOC
KOPŘIVA František, Czech Republic, ALDE
KOVÁCS Elvira, Serbia, EPP/CD
MAGAZINOVIĆ Saša, Bosnia and Herzegovina, SOC
PARVIAINEN Olli-Poika, Finland, SOC
POMASKA Agnieszka, Poland, EPP/CD
RIBERAYGUA Patrícia, Andorra, ALDE
RÖSSNER Tabea, Germany, SOC
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
THIÉRY Damien, Belgium, ALDE
THÓRARINSSON Birgir, Iceland, NR
TORNARE Manuel, Switzerland, SOC

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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