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Undue influence of financial capital in political systems of 
microstates of the Council of Europe

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Marco NICOLINI and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The Council of Europe consists of smaller and bigger States which are represented on the basis of a principle 
of equality.

However, there are strong indications that, in smaller member States, the oligarchic power can have an 
influence on the judicial system, the media, the elections and basic principles of democracy.

This influence on politics can also be expressed in legal pressure and intimidation against anyone who 
opposes this drift of the structures of democratic control, including parliamentarians. It is of great importance 
to guarantee the separation of powers in all Council of Europe member States. Microstates are however more 
vulnerable to undue influence and therefore it is important to guarantee the trias politica, in order to prevent 
the concentration of unchecked power and to provide for checks and balances.

Growing evidence points out that the danger of undue influence of financial capital in governmental structures 
and on public decision making is evolving, particularly in small States like Andorra, Liechtenstein, Malta, 
Monaco, Luxembourg and San Marino. The Parliamentary Assembly should investigate whether – and, if so, 
to what extent – oligarchic power influences States or part of governmental structures and how this can harm 
democracy and manipulate the separation of powers.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

NICOLINI Marco, San Marino, UEL
ÆVARSDÓTTIR Thorhildur Sunna, Iceland, SOC
BAYR Petra, Austria, SOC
BRYNJÓLFSDÓTTIR Rósa Björk, Iceland, UEL
CORSINI Paolo, Italy, SOC
FILIPOVSKI Dubravka, Serbia, FDG
GAMBARO Adele, Italy, FDG
GIRO Francesco Maria, Italy, EPP/CD
GORROTXATEGUI Miren Edurne, Spain, UEL
JOHNSSON FORNARVE Lotta, Sweden, UEL
KAVVADIA Ioanneta, Greece, UEL
KOX Tiny, Netherlands, UEL
KRONBICHLER Florian, Italy, SOC
MEHL Emilie Enger, Norway, ALDE
NICOLETTI Michele, Italy, SOC
OVERBEEK Henk, Netherlands, UEL
SANDBÆK Ulla, Denmark, UEL
SCHWABE Frank, Germany, SOC
ŞUPAC Inna, Republic of Moldova, UEL
SUTTER Petra, De, Belgium, SOC

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
FDG: Free Democrats Group
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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