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The continuing violence against Christians in the Middle East

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Hajnalka JUHÁSZ and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The Parliamentary Assembly remains concerned about the situation of the persecuted Christians in the Middle 
East since the adoption of its last Recommendation 1957 (2011). If it is not properly addressed, it could lead 
to the disappearance – in the short term – of Christian communities from the Middle East, which would entail 
the loss of a significant part of the Christian religious heritage of the countries concerned. The number of 
attacks on Christian communities rose worldwide, as well as the number of trials and death sentences for 
blasphemy, which often affect women.

One recent event was particularly tragic: on 2 November 2018, unknown armed assailants attacked a bus 
transporting a Coptic Christian pilgrimage in the vicinity of the Saint Samuel monastery, some 260 kilometres 
south of Cairo. According to the church, at least seven people were killed and 14 injured, among them women 
and children.

The Assembly should raise its voice against these tragic facts against Christian believers in the Middle East 
and call member States of the Council of Europe to act, especially focusing on the most vulnerable groups like 
women and children. As a follow-up, the Assembly should express its serious concern about the issues 
addressed in its Recommendation 1957 (2011).

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

JUHÁSZ Hajnalka, Hungary, EPP/CD
BADEA Viorel Riceard, Romania, EPP/CD
BRENNER Koloman, Hungary, NR
BÜCHEL Roland Rino, Switzerland, ALDE
BUSHATI Ervin, Albania, SOC
BUSHKA Klotilda, Albania, SOC
CHRISTIANSSON Alexander, Sweden, EC
FIDANZA Carlo, Italy, NR
FILIPOVSKI Dubravka, Serbia, FDG
GRIN Jean-Pierre, Switzerland, ALDE
HAMMARBERG Thomas, Sweden, SOC
HEER Alfred, Switzerland, ALDE
HOWELL John, United Kingdom, EC
KAMOWSKI Catherine, France, NR
KOVÁCS Elvira, Serbia, EPP/CD
LEITE RAMOS Luís, Portugal, EPP/CD
LIDDELL-GRAINGER Ian, United Kingdom, EC
O'REILLY Joseph, Ireland, EPP/CD
POCIEJ Aleksander, Poland, EPP/CD
RIBERAYGUA Patrícia, Andorra, ALDE
RIZZOTTI Maria, Italy, EPP/CD
ŠEŠELJ Aleksandar, Serbia, NR
VAREIKIS Egidijus, Lithuania, EPP/CD
WHITFIELD Martin, United Kingdom, SOC
WIECHEL Markus, Sweden, EC
ZSIGMOND Barna Pál, Hungary, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
FDG: Free Democrats Group
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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