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Ten years after the Lisbon Treaty: strengthening Council of
Europe and European Union co-operation

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Ria OOMEN-RUIJTEN and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

2019 marks the 10t anniversary of the Lisbon Treaty, which not only rendered the European Union more
democratic and stronger in the field of foreign policy, but also made European Union accession to the
European Convention on Human Rights a legal obligation and offered new opportunities for a reinforced
partnership between the Council of Europe and the European Union.

New challenges have emerged following the 2007 Memorandum of Understanding between the Council of
Europe and the European Union, which confirmed the role of the Council of Europe as “the benchmark for
human rights, the rule of law and democracy in Europe” and “Europe’s wide reference source of human
rights”.

The Communication on the Rule of Law, published by the European Commission on 3 April 2019, opens the
way for the Council of Europe to advance concrete proposals on how to enhance the European Union rule of
law toolbox; these proposals should also refer to relevant work by the Parliamentary Assembly, emanating
from its Monitoring Committee or its general committees.

Over the past ten years, several Assembly resolutions (as well as the 2018 Ad hoc Committee report on the
role and mission of the Parliamentary Assembly) have stressed the need to avoid duplication and conflicting
messages, further political dialogue with the various European Union institutions, notably the European
Commission and the European Parliament, and enhance the dialogue between national parliaments and
European decision-makers.

With a view to the European elections of May 2019, the Assembly must remain proactive and forward looking
in ensuring that the full implementation of the Lisbon Treaty and of the Memorandum of Understanding lead to
a strengthened co-operation between the two organisations, and should put forward concrete proposals to
ensure synergies, coherence of standards, as well as enhanced political dialogue.

Signed (see overleaf)
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OOMEN-RUIJTEN Ria, Netherlands, EPP/CD
BRYNJOLFSDOTTIR Roésa Bjork, Iceland, UEL
BUSHATI Ervin, Albania, SOC

CEVIKOZ Ahmet Unal, Turkey, SOC
CORLATEAN Titus, Romania, SOC
COZMANCIUC Corneliu Mugurel, Romania, EPP/CD
DAEMS Hendrik, Belgium, ALDE

FASSINO Piero, Italy, SOC

HAMMARBERG Thomas, Sweden, SOC
JENSEN Mogens, Denmark, SOC
KARAMANLI Marietta, France, SOC
KAVVADIA loanneta, Greece, UEL

KLICH Bogdan, Poland, EPP/CD

KOX Tiny, Netherlands, UEL

KYRIAKIDES Stella, Cyprus, EPP/CD

MAIRE Jacques, France, NR

OBRADOVIC Zarko, Serbia, SOC

POCIEJ Aleksander, Poland, EPP/CD
RIZZOTTI Maria, Italy, EPP/CD

SCHOU Ingjerd, Norway, EPP/CD
SCHWABE Frank, Germany, SOC

SILVA Adao, Portugal, EPP/CD

SOTNYK Olena, Ukraine, ALDE

XUCLA Jordi, Spain, ALDE

ZINGERIS Emanuelis, Lithuania, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group



