
Doc. 14872
11 April 2019

The Armenian authorities must take action to protect LGBTI 
persons from violence and discrimination

Written declaration No. 672

This written declaration does not reflect the position of the Assembly; only of those members that have signed 
it. It will not be considered further by the Assembly.

The recent report on Armenia by the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights clearly states that 
the situation of LGBTI persons in that country is amongst the worst in Europe. As one indicator of the gravity 
of the situation, in November 2018, the Eastern European and Central Asian Forum Conference of LGBTI+ 
Christians in Yerevan had to be cancelled because of death threats, incitement to hate – including by public 
figures – and concerns about the safety of participants. This was against a background in which NGOs report 
dozens of human rights violations against LGBTI people each year.

It is also clear that the authorities are failing to address these concerns, despite the recommendations of 
international human rights bodies. Neither anti-discrimination legislation currently under preparation, nor 
existing hate speech/hate crime legislation make specific mention of sexual orientation or gender identity.

We call upon the Armenian authorities to take all necessary measures to ensure the safety and freedom from 
discrimination of LGBTI persons. These should include publicly condemning violence and hate speech 
targeting LGBTI persons, the introduction of hate speech, hate crime and anti-discrimination legislation 
specifically including sexual orientation and gender identity, and training for law enforcement officials and 
judges.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

SUTTER Petra, De, Belgium, SOC
ÆVARSDÓTTIR Thorhildur Sunna, Iceland, SOC
BAYR Petra, Austria, SOC
BLONDIN Maryvonne, France, SOC
BOSCHI Maria Elena, Italy, SOC
BUSHATI Ervin, Albania, SOC
CILEVIČS Boriss, Latvia, SOC
CORLĂŢEAN Titus, Romania, SOC
D'AMBROSIO Vanessa, San Marino, SOC
EFSTATHIOU Constantinos, Cyprus, SOC
FRIDEZ Pierre-Alain, Switzerland, SOC
HAJDUKOVIĆ Domagoj, Croatia, SOC
HUNKO Andrej, Germany, UEL
JENSEN Mogens, Denmark, SOC
JURATOVIC Josip, Germany, SOC
LACROIX Christophe, Belgium, SOC
LAMBERT Jérôme, France, SOC
MIKKO Marianne, Estonia, SOC
RAMPI Roberto, Italy, SOC
SCHÄFER Axel, Germany, SOC
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
SCHWABE Frank, Germany, SOC
SOCOTAR Gheorghe-Dinu, Romania, SOC
STRIK Tineke, Netherlands, SOC
TOMIĆ Violeta, Slovenia, UEL

Total = 25

1. SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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