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Election observation of the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe and the monitoring procedure

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Sir Roger GALE and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The observation of elections plays an important role in the assessment of democratic governance, rule of law
and respect for human rights in a country. The Parliamentary Assembly therefore systematically observes
parliamentary and presidential elections in member States that are under monitoring procedure or engaged in
the post-monitoring dialogue.

Elections are observed by ad hoc committees of the Bureau which often are part of an International Election
Observation Mission.

For the Assembly, an election does not concern only the polling day, but a process involving several stages
(electoral legislation, pre-electoral environment and electoral campaign, conduct of the vote) all of which need
to be analysed and evaluated to assess the electoral process.

To ensure a comprehensive observation process, the Bureau often sends a pre-electoral mission, and the co-
rapporteurs of the Monitoring Committee are ex-officio members of the ad hoc committee. For all stages of the
electoral process preceding the day of the vote, the Assembly to large extent relies on the conclusions of the
OSCE/ODIHR long-term observation missions.

The Monitoring Committee follows the situation in the countries under the monitoring procedure and post-
monitoring dialogue very closely in a systematic way, that is not limited to the electoral process. It is therefore
tasked with providing the long-term contextual background against which elections take place, which
increasingly determines the overall conduct of elections. It is therefore of concern that the final conclusions of
the Assembly observers do not always take into account or do not entirely correspond to the findings of the
Committee rapporteurs based on long-term monitoring and political dialogue.

The Assembly should reflect on the ways in which the expertise of the Monitoring Committee could be put to
better use so as to benefit the observers and how to increase the involvement of the Monitoring Committee in
the observation process of relevant countries.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed’:

GALE Roger, United Kingdom, EC
BERNACKI Witodzimierz, Poland, EC
BEYER Peter, Germany, EPP/CD
BILDARRATZ Jokin, Spain, ALDE

BULAI lulian, Romania, ALDE

BUSHATI Ervin, Albania, SOC
CORLATEAN Titus, Romania, SOC
EVANS Nigel, United Kingdom, EC
FASSINO Piero, Italy, SOC
HAMMARBERG Thomas, Sweden, SOC
HEER Alfred, Switzerland, ALDE
KANDELAKI Giorgi, Georgia, EPP/CD
LOVOCHKINA Yuliya, Ukraine, SOC
MARUKYAN Edmon, Armenia, ALDE
NEMETH Zsolt, Hungary, EPP/CD
O'REILLY Joseph, Ireland, EPP/CD
OMTZIGT Pieter, Netherlands, EPP/CD
POCIEJ Aleksander, Poland, EPP/CD
POLIACIK Martin, Slovak Republic, ALDE
ROJHAN GUSTAFSSON Azadeh, Sweden, SOC
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
SIRCELJ Andrej, Slovenia, EPP/CD
SOBOLEYV Serhiy, Ukraine, EPP/CD
SOLEIM Vetle Wang, Norway, EPP/CD
TOMIC Aleksandra, Serbia, EPP/CD
VAREIKIS Egidijus, Lithuania, EPP/CD
WOLD Morten, Norway, EC
YENEROGLU Mustafa, Turkey, FDG
ZINGERIS Emanuelis, Lithuania, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC: European Conservatives Group
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
FDG: Free Democrats Group
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group



