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This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

With the adoption of Resolution 2189 (2017), the Parliamentary Assembly decided to closely follow
developments in Ukraine concerning the protection and promotion of regional and minority languages.

The language rights of national minorities continue to be under serious threat in Ukraine. Following the entry
into force of the controversial Law on education in 2017, whose main provisions have been found in breach of
the relevant Council of Europe legal instruments by the European Commission for Democracy through Law
(Venice Commission) in its Opinion no. 902/2017, the Ukrainian authorities did not take into account its
recommendations. Moreover, Ukraine is not complying with its international commitments concerning the
rights of persons belonging to national minorities to use their mother tongues. The Verkhovna Rada of
Ukraine adopted the Law on guaranteeing the functioning of the Ukrainian language as a state language, on
25 April 2019, a legal act that allows the exclusive use of Ukrainian language to all its citizens, irrespective of
their ethnic background.

As stated by the Advisory Committee on the Framework Convention, “for many persons belonging to national
minorities, language is one of the main factors of their minority identity and identification”. In order to avoid
assimilation, but to promote integration of persons belonging to national minorities, any measures taken by
the member States to promote the official language(s) must be accompanied by measures meant to protect
and to promote the languages of national minorities, as stated in Article 10 paragraph 3 of the Ukrainian
Constitution.

In the context of these worrying developments, the Assembly should closely follow the way in which the
Ukrainian authorities are fulfilling their commitments in terms of creating an enabling environment for the
exercise of language rights of persons belonging to national minorities.

Signed (see overleaf)
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1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group



