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Protecting human rights on the Mediterranean Sea

Written declaration No. 681

This written declaration does not reflect the position of the Assembly; only of those members that have signed 
it. It will not be considered further by the Assembly.

We, the undersigned, declare the following:

The situation on the Mediterranean Sea is dramatic. Thousands died since 2014 trying to reach a safe haven 
in Europe. As Ms Dunja Mijatović, the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, has rightly pointed 
out, European States have to act. They have to start responding to the humanitarian needs at sea rather than 
focusing on preventing refugees and migrants from reaching European shores.

Member States have to install a European civil search and rescue mission in the Mediterranean. Not only are 
States failing their duty to uphold such a mission, but also do they hinder NGOs filling this gap by rescuing 
people under stress and saving lives. Some are even facing legal prosecutions, being criminalised and 
alleged as traffickers. This has to stop. Rescued people need to be disembarked as safely and as soon as 
possible. The current situation with States refusing access to harbours is neither morally nor legally 
acceptable. Those rescued need to have access to a fair and constitutional asylum procedure. The situation 
for refugees in Libya is inhuman and Libya can not serve as a safe haven. Therefore, member States have to 
offer accessible safe and legal routes out of Libya through evacuation and resettlement schemes.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

AMTSBERG Luise, Germany, SOC
ALQAWASMI Sahar, Palestine
AVETISYAN Sos, Armenia, SOC
BRANDT Michel, Germany, UEL
BURES Doris, Austria, SOC
BUTKEVIČIUS Algirdas, Lithuania, SOC
CEPEDA José, Spain, SOC
ÇEVİKÖZ Ahmet Ünal, Turkey, SOC
CHRISTOFFERSEN Lise, Norway, SOC
CILEVIČS Boriss, Latvia, SOC
D'AMBROSIO Vanessa, San Marino, SOC
DELGADO Olivia, Spain, SOC
EIDE Espen Barth, Norway, SOC
EMRE Yunus, Turkey, SOC
FILATOV Tarja, Finland, SOC
GUTIÉRREZ Antonio, Spain, SOC
HAJDUKOVIĆ Domagoj, Croatia, SOC
HEINRICH Gabriela, Germany, SOC
HEINRICH Frank, Germany, EPP/CD
HOPSU Inka, Finland, SOC
KATSARAVA Sofio, Georgia, SOC
LÓPEZ Pere, Andorra, SOC
SANDBÆK Ulla, Denmark, UEL
SAYEK BÖKE Selin, Turkey, SOC
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
SCHMIDT Frithjof, Germany, SOC
SCHWABE Frank, Germany, SOC

Total = 26

1. EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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