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This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

In many Council of Europe member States, both women seeking an abortion and women (and men) fighting
for the right to free and safe abortions are subject to intimidation and violence by anti-choice activists. Stella
Creasy, a British MP from the Labour Party, recently got targeted by anti-abortion group CBRUK following her
pro-choice stance. In April 2019, anti-abortion protesters have repeatedly harassed women at several abortion
clinics in the United Kingdom, including by calling them "murderers". The German doctor Kristina Hanel, who
was sentenced for "advertising" abortion by simply informing about the procedure on a website, has become
the victim of acts of harassment and forms of hate speech. Similar examples from across member States
abound.

It is extremely regrettable that the victims of such violence and intimidation do not always get the protection
they need and deserve by the police and other state institutions, and perpetrators of these kinds of violence
are not always prosecuted. National authorities must facilitate a supportive environment in which a woman
can fully exercise her human rights without intimidation. By withholding protection to victims, and failing to
prosecute the perpetrators, States fail to meet their human rights obligations as laid out in, amongst others,
the European Convention on Human Rights and the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and
combating violence against women and domestic violence (CETS No 210, “Istanbul Convention).

The Parliamentary Assembly should therefore make an inventory of the kinds of intimidation and violence
committed in its various member States, and come up with clear recommendations as to how to effectively
address these.

Signed (see overleaf)
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BOER Margreet, De, Netherlands, SOC
AVARSDOTTIR Thorhildur Sunna, Iceland, SOC
BAYR Petra, Austria, SOC

BEN CHIKHA Fourat, Belgium, SOC
BLONDIN Maryvonne, France, SOC
CHRISTOFFERSEN Lise, Norway, SOC
CILEVICS Boriss, Latvia, SOC

COMTE Raphaél, Switzerland, ALDE
ESTRELA Edite, Portugal, SOC
FRESKO-ROLFO Béatrice, Monaco, ALDE
GOUTTEFARDE Fabien, France, ALDE
GURMAI Zita, Hungary, SOC

HONKONEN Petri, Finland, ALDE
KOVACS Elvira, Serbia, EPP/CD
LACROIX Christophe, Belgium, SOC
LOUIS Alexandra, France, ALDE
MOUTQUIN Simon, Belgium, SOC
SAYEK BOKE Selin, Turkey, SOC
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
STIENEN Petra, Netherlands, ALDE

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group



