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Media freedom, public trust and the people’s right to know

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Roberto RAMPI and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Today, human rights, democracy and the rule of law are challenged by post-truth narratives, which are 
unfortunately gaining strength and public support. At the same time, the concentration and lack of 
transparency of media ownership hamper true media pluralism, and recurrent attempts to manipulate public 
opinion undermine constructive public debate. In this alarming context, people are losing their entitlement to a 
free and conscious self-determination, and public trust in media and democratic institutions is declining.

The Parliamentary Assembly should leave no space for resignation to these threats. It should call for the 
recognition and effective safeguard of “the people’s right to know”, to secure legitimate, transparent and 
accountable policy, and decision-making processes at all levels of governance. It should encourage 
innovative partnerships between policy makers, media outlets and journalists committed to producing quality 
information and to upholding critical thinking.

Based on Article 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights and relevant recommendations of the 
Committee of Ministers, including among others CM/Rec(2018)2 on the roles and responsibilities of internet 
intermediaries, and CM/Rec(2018)1 on media pluralism and transparency of media ownership, the Assembly 
should provide guidelines on the development of a set of mutually reinforcing instruments – in which freedom 
of information, the right to access information of public interest, media freedom and quality journalism, but also 
a cultural and education system capable to uphold cultural democracy, should be pivotal – enabling an 
informed people’s participation to the public life of their communities.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

RAMPI Roberto, Italy, SOC
ÆVARSDÓTTIR Thorhildur Sunna, Iceland, SOC
BACELAR DE VASCONCELOS Pedro, Portugal, SOC
BAYR Petra, Austria, SOC
BURES Doris, Austria, SOC
CEGONHO Pedro, Portugal, SOC
CEPEDA José, Spain, SOC
CILEVIČS Boriss, Latvia, SOC
EMRE Yunus, Turkey, SOC
ESTRELA Edite, Portugal, SOC
FOULKES George, United Kingdom, SOC
GONÇALVES Carlos Alberto, Portugal, EPP/CD
HADRI Shpresa, North Macedonia, SOC
HAJDUKOVIĆ Domagoj, Croatia, SOC
IGITYAN Hovhannes, Armenia, ALDE
KOÇ Haluk, Turkey, SOC
MANIERO Alvise, Italy, NR
MOUTQUIN Simon, Belgium, SOC
OBRADOVIĆ Žarko, Serbia, SOC
PIPILI Foteini, Greece, EPP/CD
REISS Frédéric, France, EPP/CD
ROUSOPOULOS Theodoros, Greece, EPP/CD
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
SIDALI Zeki Hakan, Turkey, ALDE
TRIANTAFYLLIDIS Alexandros, Greece, UEL

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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