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tabled by Ms Yuliia OVCHYNNYKOVA and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The continental biogeographical region covers over a quarter the European territory and extends in a broad
band from west to east, starting in central France and stretching to the Ural mountains, on the border with
Asia. Forests represent a significant area of the region. Besides Scandinavia and the Carpathians, the
continental region includes the last remnants of European pristine forests. These forests are a powerful
carbon sink preventing climate change. Moreover, these forests are a safeguard for the sustainable
development of the communities of the region. Conservation and sustainable management of forests in the
continental region are vital according to the Bern Convention on Conservation of European Wildlife and
Natural Habitats, the Habitats Directive, the Convention on Biological Diversity, Parliamentary Assembly
Resolution 1753 (2010) on Forests: the future of our planet and other international agreements.

Forest management practices in the continental region differ significantly. Uncontrolled and unsustainable
forestry leads to forest degradation, poses a threat for thousands of rare flora and fauna species, and harms
the well-being of the local communities. The problem is exacerbated by climate-driven spruce and pine
decline. Current forestry practices do not reflect other ecosystem services than timber provision.

Considering the unique role of the forests of the continental region in climate change mitigation, conservation
of rare flora and fauna species, sustainable development of the region, the Assembly should call for protection
of the forest of the continental region by means of:

- joining forces of member States for the development and implementation of sustainable forest
management tools in Central and Eastern European States, including selective logging systems;

- developing and implementing effective mechanisms for the assessment of ecosystem services and
their use in future decision-making processes;

- enlarging the network of protected areas (including pan-European Natura 2000 and Emerald Network)
and enhancing international co-operation for forest conservation and sustainable development.

Signed (see overleaf)
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OVCHYNNYKOVA Yuliia, Ukraine, ALDE
BILOZIR Larysa, Ukraine, EPP/CD
BUSTINDUY Maria Luisa, Spain, SOC
GOLUBEVA Marrija, Latvia, ALDE
IGITYAN Hovhannes, Armenia, ALDE
KALCHENKO Serhii, Ukraine, EC/DA
KAMELCHUK Yuriy, Ukraine, EPP/CD
KANDELAKI Giorgi, Georgia, EPP/CD
KHOMENKO Olena, Ukraine, EC/DA
KILADZE Sopio, Georgia, SOC
KOVALCHUK Oleksandr, Ukraine, ALDE
KRAVCHUK Yevheniia, Ukraine, ALDE
LIBINA-EGNERE Inese, Latvia, EPP/CD
LUBINETS Dmytro, Ukraine, EPP/CD
MASIULIS Kestutis, Lithuania, EPP/CD
MEZENTSEVA Mariia, Ukraine, EPP/CD
OZOLA Linda, Latvia, EPP/CD
SUMELZO Susana, Spain, SOC
VASYLENKO Lesia, Ukraine, EPP/CD
YASKO Yelyzaveta, Ukraine, EPP/CD
ZABURANNA Lesia, Ukraine, ALDE

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC/DA: European Conservatives Group and Democratic Alliance
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group



