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Sports policies in times of crisis

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Carlos Alberto GONÇALVES and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The covid-19 pandemic and crisis management measures have affected the way in which sport is practised 
and provided.

The crisis is requiring all sport stakeholders to develop innovative solutions to continue functioning, so that 
individuals and society can still benefit from sport and physical activity, especially for their health and well-
being. However, for these benefits to become more sustainable, multi-stakeholder, cross sectoral policies and 
appropriate facilities would be required.

The core activity of organised sport in Europe largely relies on non-profit small clubs underpinned by a 
volunteer base that ensures a democratic model of sporting practice open and affordable to everyone, while 
nurturing local participation and community belonging, playing an indisputable social, educational and cultural 
role. In most sports organisations, revenues from competitive top-level events do benefit grassroots sports.

The suspension of competitions and cancellation of sporting activities along with mobility restrictions and 
lockdown have caused loss of revenue, cash flow difficulties, unemployment and lack of financial support to 
athletes and coaches from private sponsors, government grants, scholarships and traineeships, posing new 
and increasing moral and physical threats to athletes along with serious vulnerabilities to sports integrity. The 
economy of non-profit organised sport in Europe is currently at stake due to the unprecedented crisis hitting 
the events industry. Covid-19 bears long-term consequences in the sustainability of the sport movement, from 
grassroots to professional level.

The Parliamentary Assembly should urge public authorities to work in synergy with other stakeholders to 
deliver a clear action plan with concrete measures on:

– developing cross sectoral policies promoting organised and non-organised grassroots sport and 
physical activity in an ethical, inclusive and safe environment;

– mitigating the pandemic damaging impact, preserve the sustainability of the European sport movement 
and make sure sport continues to deliver its benefits to individuals and to society.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

GONÇALVES Carlos Alberto, Portugal, EPP/CD
ANTONIAZZI Tonia, United Kingdom, SOC
BAKER Duncan, United Kingdom, EC/DA
BAYR Petra, Austria, SOC
BERGAMINI Deborah, Italy, EPP/CD
BRENNER Koloman, Hungary, NR
CASTEL Laura, Spain, NR
CEGONHO Pedro, Portugal, SOC
EFSTATHIOU Constantinos, Cyprus, SOC
ESTRELA Edite, Portugal, SOC
FOURNIER Bernard, France, EPP/CD
LEITE RAMOS Luís, Portugal, EPP/CD
MAGAZINOVIĆ Saša, Bosnia and Herzegovina, SOC
MEIRELLES Isabel, Portugal, EPP/CD
MEZENTSEVA Mariia, Ukraine, EPP/CD
PISCO Paulo, Portugal, SOC
REISS Frédéric, France, EPP/CD
ROBLES Gonzalo, Spain, EPP/CD
STOKKEBØ Aleksander, Norway, EPP/CD
TRASTOUR-ISNART Laurence, France, EPP/CD

1. EC/DA: European Conservatives Group and Democratic Alliance
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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