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Polarisation of the political environment as a hidden danger of 
the displacement of the population

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Yelyzaveta YASKO and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Various forms of the displacement of populations (displacement of risk) are outlawed by numerous 
international treaties. The Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949, Additional Protocol I to the Geneva 
Conventions of 1977, the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Rome Statute of the International 
Criminal Court all prohibit or significantly limit the freedom of States and their officials to relocate portions of 
the population that inhabit the territories under the State’s control.

Other forms of displacement (displacement of adaptation) are caused by climate change, workforce migration, 
inequality in the economic development of different regions of the State, distance to main cultural hubs, etc. 
Voluntary by nature, displacement of this kind is fueled by the natural desire of human beings to seek a better 
life in a propitious environment.

Whatever the causes of displacement, it alters the cultural and political landscape of States and regions. One 
of the significant changes that comes with displacement is the deepening of polarisation between those who 
live on territories affected differently by displacement. This polarisation hinders the ability of populations to find 
common ground, impedes the functioning of democratic institutions, impoverishes cultural diversity and 
decreases tolerance of difference.

The Parliamentary Assembly should acknowledge the hidden effects of displacement and initiate a study of 
the impact of displacement on the polarisation of the political environment.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

YASKO Yelyzaveta, Ukraine, EPP/CD
BILOZIR Larysa, Ukraine, EPP/CD
GALE Roger, United Kingdom, EC/DA
GOLUBEVA Marija, Latvia, ALDE
HEINRICH Frank, Germany, EPP/CD
JUFEREVA-SKURATOVSKI Maria, Estonia, ALDE
KALCHENKO Serhii, Ukraine, EC/DA
KAMELCHUK Yuriy, Ukraine, EPP/CD
LĪBIŅA-EGNERE Inese, Latvia, EPP/CD
LUBINETS Dmytro, Ukraine, EPP/CD
MEZENTSEVA Mariia, Ukraine, EPP/CD
NATALUKHA Dmytro, Ukraine, EC/DA
O'REILLY Joseph, Ireland, EPP/CD
REITELMANN Urmas, Estonia, EC/DA
REIZNIECE-OZOLA Dana, Latvia, EPP/CD
SOBOLEV Serhii, Ukraine, EPP/CD
SZEJNA Andrzej, Poland, SOC
UMEROV Rustem, Ukraine, EPP/CD
VAREIKIS Egidijus, Lithuania, EPP/CD
VASYLENKO Lesia, Ukraine, EPP/CD
ZINGERIS Emanuelis, Lithuania, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC/DA: European Conservatives Group and Democratic Alliance
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
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