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The impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on prison population in 
Europe

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Givi MIKANADZE and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The Covid-19 pandemic has created extraordinary challenges for the authorities of all member States of the 
Council of Europe. There are specific and intense challenges for the prison population, as well as for the staff 
working in places of deprivation of liberty. Whilst acknowledging the clear imperative to take firm action to 
combat the Covid-19 pandemic, actions should be taken so that protective measures may never result in 
inhuman or degrading treatment of persons deprived of their liberty.

On 20 March 2020, the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment (CPT) has issued a statement of principles relating to the treatment of persons 
deprived of their liberty in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic, which is an additional justification to focus 
attention and evaluate the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on prison population in Europe.

The Parliamentary Assembly should prepare a report examining the legal basis of any restrictive measures 
taken towards persons deprived of their liberty to prevent the spread of the Covid-19 pandemic and to what 
extent they are necessary, proportionate, respectful of human dignity and restricted in time.

Additionally, the Assembly should consider what type of special measures are required to meet the specific 
needs of detained persons with particular regard to vulnerable groups and/or at-risk groups.

Moreover, the Assembly should pay attention to the restrictions on contact with the outside world and how this 
component should be compensated. Likewise, it should consider the issue of reinforcing staff availability, as 
well as the professional support, health and safety protection and professional training that prison staff should 
receive.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

MIKANADZE Givi, Georgia, SOC
AMTSBERG Luise, Germany, SOC
BARNETT Doris, Germany, SOC
BAYR Petra, Austria, SOC
BEN CHIKHA Fourat, Belgium, SOC
BOER Margreet, De, Netherlands, SOC
CHIKOVANI Irakli, Georgia, SOC
CORBYN Jeremy, United Kingdom, SOC
CORLĂŢEAN Titus, Romania, SOC
ESTRELA Edite, Portugal, SOC
GURMAI Zita, Hungary, SOC
HEINRICH Gabriela, Germany, SOC
HOPSU Inka, Finland, SOC
KARAMANLI Marietta, France, SOC
KOBAKHIDZE Irakli, Georgia, SOC
KUTCHAVA Kakhaber, Georgia, SOC
KVRIVISHVILI Mariam, Georgia, SOC
LLOYD Tony, United Kingdom, SOC
LOVOCHKINA Yuliya, Ukraine, SOC
MAGAZINOVIĆ Saša, Bosnia and Herzegovina, SOC
MARIE Didier, France, SOC
MASSEY Doreen, United Kingdom, SOC
MEREZHKO Oleksandr, Ukraine, SOC
PAPANDREOU George, Greece, SOC
PISCO Paulo, Portugal, SOC
RAMPI Roberto, Italy, SOC
SAYEK BÖKE Selin, Turkey, SOC
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
SCHWABE Frank, Germany, SOC
SZEJNA Andrzej, Poland, SOC
TALIASHVILI Tamar, Georgia, SOC
TUȘA Adriana Diana, Romania, SOC

1. SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
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