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Motion for a resolution
tabled by Ms Olena KHOMENKO and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

In 2018, the tragic series of events in Salisbury revealed the deadly armoury deployed by authoritarian
regimes to persecute its nationals abroad and its detrimental impact on the rule of law. The term “transnational
repression” refers to actions authorised by governments and their security and intelligence services against
their nationals, political challengers, civil society activists and journalists residing abroad.

These extraterritorial acts of repression were known before. However, with the process of globalisation and
digitalisation, these actions have moved to a new level. Since 2014, human rights NGOs have reported over
600 cases of transnational repressions that include assassinations, violence, disappearances, forced
abductions and actions to destabilise exiled communities abroad.

New transnational repression is taking place more openly in an international environment where liberal
democratic norms are weakening. Autocrats are actively co-operating with one another and learning how to
successfully use ICT tools and repurpose international institutions to avoid international scrutiny and
accountability for human rights abuses. Frequently, it is in co-operation between the security services of a
host country and a country of origin to deny exiles due process that would determine eligibility for political
asylum. It is appalling that countries can abuse their access to Interpol to issue bogus notices with the intent
to repress dissent against their regime.

Transnational repression is a growing threat to democracy and human rights. Authoritarian regimes are
developing new tools of repression. Therefore, the Parliamentary Assembly must carefully investigate this
phenomenon and the consequences of these methods of deterrence for the Council of Europe and its
member States, and call for an end to such practices

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed’:

KHOMENKO Olena, Ukraine, EC/DA
ABERG Boriana, Sweden, EPP/CD
BARDINA Maryna, Ukraine, ALDE
BILOZIR Larysa, Ukraine, EPP/CD
GONCHARENKO Oleksii, Ukraine, EC/DA
KALCHENKO Serhii, Ukraine, EC/DA
KERN Claude, France, ALDE
KOVALCHUK Oleksandr, Ukraine, ALDE
KRAVCHUK Yevheniia, Ukraine, ALDE
LUBINETS Dmytro, Ukraine, EPP/CD
LYDEKA Arminas, Lithuania, ALDE
MEREZHKO Oleksandr, Ukraine, SOC
MEZENTSEVA Mariia, Ukraine, EPP/CD
MULARCZYK Arkadiusz, Poland, EC/DA
NATALUKHA Dmytro, Ukraine, EC/DA
OVCHYNNYKOVA Yuliia, Ukraine, ALDE
RAMPI Roberto, Italy, SOC

SONIK Bogustaw, Poland, EPP/CD
TAMASUNIENE Rita, Lithuania, EC/DA
VASYLENKO Lesia, Ukraine, ALDE
WIECHEL Markus, Sweden, EC/DA

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC/DA: European Conservatives Group and Democratic Alliance
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group



