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Violation of the rights of national minorities in Ukraine

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Petr TOLSTOI and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

In recent years, Ukraine has consistently adopted legislative acts that blatantly violate the basic rights of State 
forming peoples and national minorities, including the right to free development and use of the native 
language. This is a serious violation of the rights of ethnic Russians, Hungarians, Poles, Romanians, 
Belarusians, Moldavians, Greeks, Slovaks and representatives of other ethnic groups.

The European Commission for Democracy through Law (Venice Commission), in its 2019 findings on the law 
“On Ensuring the Functioning of the Ukrainian Language as a State Language”, noted that this act 
contradicted the Constitution of Ukraine and its international obligations in the field of human rights, which 
prohibit discrimination on the basis of language and ethnicity. The opinion of the Venice Commission was 
ignored by the Ukraine authorities.

Moreover, in May 2021, the President of Ukraine, Volodymyr Zelensky, introduced a bill “On Indigenous 
Peoples” to the Verkhovna Rada. The criterion proposed by the Ukrainian authorities for identifying 
“indigenous people” – the absence of “their own state education outside Ukraine” – has no legal basis in the 
documents of international organisations, including the 2007 United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
lndigenous Peoples. The provisions of the draft law also contradict Ukraine's obligations under the 
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights and the Council of Europe Framework Convention for the Protection of National 
Minorities.

The Parliamentary Assembly should consider the problem of the rights of national minorities in Ukraine and 
give reasonable opinion on it.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

TOLSTOI Petr, Russian Federation, NR
BASHKIN Aleksandr, Russian Federation, NR
BATRÎNCEA Vlad, Republic of Moldova, SOC
EPISHIN Andrey, Russian Federation, NR
FABRICHNYY Sergey, Russian Federation, NR
FILIPOVSKI Dubravka, Serbia, EPP/CD
GANZIA Vera, Russian Federation, UEL
KALASHNIKOV Leonid, Russian Federation, UEL
KISLYAK Sergey, Russian Federation, NR
KOGOGINA Alfiia, Russian Federation, NR
KOVÁCS Elvira, Serbia, EPP/CD
KOZHIN Vladimir, Russian Federation, NR
KUDRIAVTSEV Maksim, Russian Federation, NR
MELKUMYAN Mikayel, Armenia, EC/DA
NACSA Lőrinc, Hungary, EPP/CD
NILOV Iaroslav, Russian Federation, NR
OBRADOVIĆ Žarko, Serbia, SOC
OLEINIKOV Yury, Russian Federation, NR
PAKHOMOV Sergei, Russian Federation, NR
PANTIĆ PILJA Biljana, Serbia, EPP/CD
RODNINA Irina, Russian Federation, NR
RUKAVISHNIKOVA Irina, Russian Federation, NR
SARALIEV Shamsail, Russian Federation, NR
SLUTSKIY Leonid, Russian Federation, NR
VARTANEAN Gaik, Republic of Moldova, UEL
ZHUROVA Svetlana, Russian Federation, NR
ZOHRABYAN Naira, Armenia, EC/DA
ZSIGMOND Barna Pál, Hungary, EC/DA

1. EC/DA: European Conservatives Group and Democratic Alliance
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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