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Cultural heritage and climate change

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Alberto RIBOLLA and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

In September 2021, the Parliamentary Assembly called for an ambitious new legal framework, both at national 
and European level, to anchor “the right to a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment”. In its 
Resolution 2402 (2021) on “Research policies and environment protection”, the Assembly underlined that 
research can provide the innovative solutions that are necessary to counter both the impoverishment of the 
planet and the problem of climate change, and to ensure the sustainable development of our societies. 
Research and new technologies can also provide answers to mitigate the effects of climate change.

The Council of Europe Framework Convention on the value of cultural heritage for society (Faro convention) 
asserts cultural heritage and culture in general at the centre of a new vision for sustainable development. The 
cultural heritage of Europe is today under serious threat of the devastating effects of climate change. Floods, 
strong storms, heatwaves, extreme rainfall, drought and landslides affect monuments, archaeological sites, 
historical cities, historic houses, parks and gardens, museum collections, and libraries. The foreseen rise in 
sea levels will cause additional coastal erosion and invasion of salty marine waters affecting coastal heritage, 
with an effect not only on the jewels of European common heritage – such as the Venice lagoon and other 
historic coastal cities – but equally the livelihoods of people living in these areas.

The Assembly should explore the conservation needs and research in new technologies to prevent or mitigate 
the effects of climate change on cultural heritage, recommending that this specific heritage-related activity be 
pursued in the future within the Council of Europe culture and heritage sector.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

RIBOLLA Alberto, Italy, EC/DA
BERLINGHIERI Marina, Italy, SOC
BILLI Simone, Italy, EC/DA
BUCCARELLA Maurizio, Italy, SOC
DE CARLO Sabrina, Italy, NR
DI MICCO Fabio, Italy, NR
DUNDEE Alexander, United Kingdom, EC/DA
EFSTATHIOU Constantinos, Cyprus, SOC
EMRE Yunus, Turkey, SOC
EROTOKRITOU Christiana, Cyprus, SOC
FLORIS Emilio, Italy, EPP/CD
FOULKES George, United Kingdom, SOC
GONÇALVES Carlos Alberto, Portugal, EPP/CD
GRIMOLDI Paolo, Italy, EC/DA
GRYFFROY Andries, Belgium, NR
HELLELAND Linda Hofstad, Norway, EPP/CD
HORGA Maria-Gabriela, Romania, EPP/CD
LYDEKA Arminas, Lithuania, ALDE
O'LOUGHLIN Fiona, Ireland, ALDE
PIROVANO Daisy, Italy, EC/DA
POLIDORI Catia, Italy, EPP/CD
PRIOTEASA Ion, Romania, SOC
RAMPI Roberto, Italy, SOC
REISS Frédéric, France, EPP/CD
RIZZOTTI Maria, Italy, EPP/CD
ROJC Tatjana, Italy, SOC
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
SIDALI Zeki Hakan, Turkey, ALDE
STEVENSON Jane, United Kingdom, EC/DA
TORNARITIS Nicos, Cyprus, EPP/CD
VESCOVI Manuel, Italy, EC/DA

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC/DA: European Conservatives Group and Democratic Alliance
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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