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Transfer and resettlement of asylum seekers

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Ian LIDDELL-GRAINGER and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

More than 3 000 people died or went missing while attempting to cross the Mediterranean and the Atlantic last 
year, hoping to reach Europe, according to the UN refugee agency, UNHCR (April 2022).

The safest, fairest and most humane way to address the needs of asylum seekers coming from the South is 
by offering them refuge in their own region. An excellent example is the agreement reached by the UNHCR 
and the Africa Union with Rwanda in 2019 regarding the transfer of third-country asylum seekers from Libya to 
Rwanda for processing their applications.

The Parliamentary Assembly should examine safe pathways for asylum seekers for being transferred within 
their continent, to allow them to stay in contact with their families and communities and enable them to return 
to their home countries in dignity and safety in the future.

It would be naive to underestimate the burden irregular migrants have on European States, leading to a 
negative attitude towards refugees and asylum seekers. It is also naive to deny the fact that human traffickers 
are making enormous profits on the back of people trying to escape their situation in their home countries.

To discourage human trafficking and the dangerous crossing of the seas, the Council of Europe and its 
Assembly should also negotiate a coordinated approach for resettlement of asylum seekers in third countries.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

LIDDELL-GRAINGER Ian, United Kingdom, EC/DA
ARPADARAI Nigar, Azerbaijan, EC/DA
BRENNER Koloman, Hungary, NR
CHOPE Christopher, United Kingdom, EC/DA
CSÖBÖR Katalin, Hungary, EC/DA
FATALIYEVA Sevinj, Azerbaijan, EC/DA
GADIRLI Erkin, Azerbaijan, EC/DA
GEVORGYAN Armen, Armenia, EC/DA
GRAF Martin, Austria, EC/DA
GURMAI Zita, Hungary, SOC
HÖCHST Nicole, Germany, EC/DA
HOWELL John, United Kingdom, EC/DA
JUHÁSZ Hajnalka, Hungary, EPP/CD
MULARCZYK Arkadiusz, Poland, EC/DA
MUNCACIU Sorin-Titus, Romania, EC/DA
NACSA Lőrinc, Hungary, EPP/CD
NĚMCOVÁ Miroslava, Czech Republic, EC/DA
NURULLAYEVA Konul, Azerbaijan, EC/DA
PAREREN Bob, van, Netherlands, EC/DA
REITELMANN Urmas, Estonia, EC/DA
SEYIDOV Samad, Azerbaijan, EC/DA
TILKI Attila, Hungary, EC/DA
WOLD Morten, Norway, EC/DA
ZSIGMOND Barna Pál, Hungary, EC/DA

1. EC/DA: European Conservatives Group and Democratic Alliance
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group
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