COUNCIL OF EUROPE

Parliamentary Assembly
ssemblée parlementaire

P

== CONSEIL DE LEUROPE

Doc. 15582
27 June 2022

Attempts to change the International Health Regulations of the
World Health Organization might violate human rights

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Sorin-Titus MUNCACIU and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

At the 75t session of the World Health Assembly, the Biden administration proposed 13 amendments to the
WHO’s International Health Regulations. These amendments give control over the declaration of a public
health emergency in any member State to the WHO Director-General. Consequently, States are deprived of
their fundamental obligations in relation to the ability to detect, assess, report and respond to public health
emergencies.

The proposed amendments set up “Emergency Committees” that will impose, without the approval of States,
health measures they must implement, in the case of declared public health emergency on their territory.
States that don’t comply with the recommendations of the WHO Director-General may be sanctioned by a
number of international bodies.

This approach is a clear affront to democratic accountability and to human rights. It gives decision-making
power to unelected WHO technocrats to decide on the health measures that the authorities of the States
concerned are bound by the Treaty to adopt and execute.

In our view, there is no freedom without sovereignty and without democratic responsibility of those elected to
represent the interests of citizens. Technocrats have no direct responsibility for the interests of these citizens.

By opening the negotiations for an international agreement on pandemic prevention (Pandemic Treaty), the
WHO intends to eliminate States and their parliaments from the decision-making process when addressing a
health emergency. Subsequent legally binding policy decision is going to be made by non-elected and
unaccountable technocrats.

Particular attention should be paid to this draft treaty because, if adopted by member States, it will become the
WHO Constitution and will prevail over State competence.

The Parliamentary Assembly should examine this situation and provide a comprehensive response to this
attempt by the WHO and other interested parties to displace State sovereignty.

Signed (see overleaf)
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MUNCACIU Sorin-Titus, Romania, EC/DA
ARPADARAI Nigar, Azerbaijan, EC/DA
BILOZIR Larysa, Ukraine, ALDE
BLENCATHRA David, United Kingdom, EC/DA
CHOPE Christopher, United Kingdom, EC/DA
DUNDEE Alexander, United Kingdom, EC/DA
FATALIYEVA Sevinj, Azerbaijan, EC/DA
GADIRLI Erkin, Azerbaijan, EC/DA
GEVORGYAN Armen, Armenia, EC/DA

GRAF Martin, Austria, EC/DA

HOCHST Nicole, Germany, EC/DA

HOWELL John, United Kingdom, EC/DA
KEEN Richard, United Kingdom, EC/DA
LIDDELL-GRAINGER lan, United Kingdom, EC/DA
MITREA Dumitrina, Romania, EC/DA
NATALUKHA Dmytro, Ukraine, EC/DA
NURULLAYEVA Konul, Azerbaijan, EC/DA
PAREREN Bob, van, Netherlands, EC/DA
RUSSELL Simon, United Kingdom, EC/DA
SEYIDOV Samad, Azerbaijan, EC/DA

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC/DA: European Conservatives Group and Democratic Alliance
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