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Urgent need to combat state terrorism

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Oleksandr MEREZHKO and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

State terrorism severely impacts human rights, destabilises and undermines entire societies, jeopardises
peace and security, and threatens social and economic development. As such, state terrorism attacks the
sacred pillars of democracy and the rule of law upon which the respect of human rights is based. State
terrorism has two aspects: internal and external. Internal aspect of terrorism means state’s terror against its
own population, whereas external aspect of state terrorism implies terror against other States (mostly
neighboring) in the international arena.

The European Convention on Human Rights (ETS No. 5), like other international human rights instruments,
can and should be strategically applied to allow States to take reasonable and proportionate action to defend
democracy and the rule of law against the threat of terrorism.

State terrorism has become a mode of action used by adversaries who are uninhibited by the rules of
conventional warfare and compensates for the insufficiency of their capabilities while achieving their vast
political goals. If no negative consequences are imposed, some States and adversaries may be tempted to
resort to terrorism.

The most harmful type of terrorism is the state terrorism, reflected primarily in the Geneva Declaration on
Terrorism of 1987.

Russian authority is inflicting terroristic actions against its own citizens with a goal towards provoking a state
of terror in its general public for political purposes. This terrorism includes serious violations of human rights.

These acts of state terror take place under the pretext of false allegations of counter-terrorism. Russia’s
imposition of terroristic political control extends beyond physical harm to the individual victims to intimidate the
audiences across the States and the world, thereby revealing the danger of state terrorism for European
security.

The Parliamentary Assembly should turn its attention to developing ways to combat State terrorism.

Signed (see overleaf)
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MEREZHKO Oleksandr, Ukraine, EC/DA
ANDRIKIENE Laima Liucija, Lithuania, EPP/CD
BILOZIR Larysa, Ukraine, ALDE

DUBNOV Artem, Ukraine, ALDE

GADIRLI Erkin, Azerbaijan, EC/DA
GONCHARENKO Oleksii, Ukraine, EC/DA
JUFEREVA-SKURATOVSKI Maria, Estonia, ALDE
KALCHENKO Serhii, Ukraine, EC/DA
KHOMENKO Olena, Ukraine, EC/DA
KRAVCHUK Yevheniia, Ukraine, ALDE
KROSS Eerik-Niiles, Estonia, ALDE
MEZENTSEVA Mariia, Ukraine, EPP/CD
MOSHENETS Olena, Ukraine, ALDE
MULARCZYK Arkadiusz, Poland, EC/DA
NATALUKHA Dmytro, Ukraine, EC/DA
SUSHKO Pavlo, Ukraine, EC/DA

TAMM Raivo, Estonia, EPP/CD

VASYLENKO Lesia, Ukraine, ALDE

WIECHEL Markus, Sweden, EC/DA

YASKO Yelyzaveta, Ukraine, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC/DA: European Conservatives Group and Democratic Alliance
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party



