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Preventing abuse of the right to veto in the Security Council: a 
perspective by the member States of the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Dmytro NATALUKHA and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Since the start of the full-scale, unprovoked and unjustified Russian invasion in Ukraine on 24 February 2022, 
an integral part of Russian warfare has been its consistent abuse of the rights and privileges within the United 
Nations organs. Their constant use of the right to veto in the Security Council, effectively blocking any 
possible reaction of the United Nations to the war unleashed by Russia itself, has undermined the 
Organisation’s credibility and its efforts to maintain international peace and security. Russia even vetoed a 
resolution under Chapter VI of the United Nations Charter, whereas under Article 27(3) of the Charter, a party 
to a conflict must abstain from voting in decisions taken under Chapter VI.

Furthermore, the very membership of the Russian Federation in the United Nations is without any legal 
grounds. Russia claims to succeed the USSR’s membership, even though the latter officially ceased to exist. 
Russia’s real predecessor, the Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Republic, was not a UNSC member.

These facts (the absence of legal grounds for being a UNSC member and the de facto disregard for the 
“Purposes and Principles of the United Nations”) warrant a strong and decisive reaction from the international 
community.

Russia must be required to apply for UN membership under the normal procedure provided by the Charter or 
at least be immediately suspended from the Security Council for its hostile actions undermining global peace 
and security.

Consensus regarding the necessity of changes to prevent such abuses was clearly formed and demonstrated 
by the leaders’ statements at the United Nations General Assembly high-level Debate on 20-26 September 
2022. The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe should contribute to providing a strong common 
voice of the Council of Europe on the process of the reform of the United Nations and its Security Council.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

NATALUKHA Dmytro, Ukraine, EC/DA
ARENT Iwona, Poland, EC/DA
BAUMANE Krista, Latvia, ALDE
BILOZIR Larysa, Ukraine, ALDE
BULAI Iulian, Romania, ALDE
CILEVIČS Boriss, Latvia, SOC
GADIRLI Erkin, Azerbaijan, EC/DA
GONCHARENKO Oleksii, Ukraine, EC/DA
GUGGER Niklaus-Samuel, Switzerland, EPP/CD
JUFEREVA-SKURATOVSKI Maria, Estonia, ALDE
KAMELCHUK Yuriy, Ukraine, EPP/CD
KHOMENKO Olena, Ukraine, EC/DA
KONSTANKEVICH Iryna, Ukraine, EC/DA
KRAVCHUK Yevheniia, Ukraine, ALDE
KROSS Eerik-Niiles, Estonia, ALDE
LEIGH Edward, United Kingdom, EC/DA
LIDDELL-GRAINGER Ian, United Kingdom, EC/DA
LOPUSHANSKYI Andrii, Ukraine, ALDE
MATUSZNY Kazimierz, Poland, EC/DA
MEZENTSEVA Mariia, Ukraine, EPP/CD
MITREA Dumitrina, Romania, EC/DA
MULARCZYK Arkadiusz, Poland, EC/DA
MUNCACIU Sorin-Titus, Romania, EC/DA
PAREREN Bob, van, Netherlands, EC/DA
SAAR Indrek, Estonia, SOC
SOBOLIEV Serhii, Ukraine, EPP/CD
VLASENKO Sergiy, Ukraine, EPP/CD
YASKO Yelyzaveta, Ukraine, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC/DA: European Conservatives Group and Democratic Alliance
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
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