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This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Since its foundation, the Council of Europe has been the leading intergovernmental organisation in Europe for
promoting and safeguarding democracy, human rights and rule of law. Its member States have committed to
achieving greater unity for the purpose of safeguarding and realising the ideals and principles which are their
common heritage. Whilst being the guardian of human rights, democracy and the rule of law, the Council of
Europe is also a political community, as recalled in the Vienna Declaration in 1993.

On Europe Day on 9 May 2022, President Macron launched the idea of a European Political Community
(EPC) to provide a pan-European platform for political debates, which may include a European political space
as a first step towards EU membership.

The first meeting of the European Political Community on 6 October 2022 in Prague brought together the
leaders of 44 European countries including 43 Council of Europe member States, reflecting a clear overlap in
participants. Even the subject matters for discussion show some risk of overlapping, for instance democratic
security in Europe.

The Council of Europe should take a proactive role when the European political architecture is discussed.
It should also maintain its leading intergovernmental role in all matters relating to human rights, democracy
and the rule of law.

The Parliamentary Assembly should therefore:

- examine the extent to which the new initiative might overlap with the political role of the Council of
Europe or, on the contrary, how to ensure synergy between them;

- propose modalities for the Council of Europe’s participation in or interaction with the EPC;

- ensure that the interconnection of the activities of the Council of Europe and the EPC is also addressed
by the fourth Summit of the Council of Europe.
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