COUNCIL OF EUROPE

Parliamentary Assembly
ssemblée parlementaire

P

== CONSEIL DE LEUROPE

Doc. 15639
18 October 2022

Abusive practices on depriving children from their family
environment

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Titus CORLATEAN and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

The protection of children’s rights represents a major objective within any democratic society having a strong
impact for its future and progress. The increasing number of cases when children are removed from their
families, in several States of the Council of Europe, while ignoring the importance of the child to maintain ties
with their family and their ethnic, cultural and religious origins, should be further addressed.

Further action should be taken trying to urge the authorities, while privileging the best interest of the child,
to achieve a genuine balance with the need of maintaining unity or reuniting the children with their biological
family, including the enlarged family.

The European Court of Human Rights recently handed down judgments on the violation of the right to respect
for family life (Article 8 of the Convention) in such cases. The Parliamentary Assembly has already expressed
its concerns, in Resolution 2049 (2015), about the violation of children’s rights when the social services of
several member States take some children into care too rashly without making enough effort to support
families before/after removal and placement decision. Furthermore, in Resolution 2232 (2018), the Assembly
calls for the member States to seek to end abusive practices, such as the removal of children from parental
care at birth, and to give support to families in order to avoid, through a better collaboration with the parents,
the necessity for removal decisions and any possible mistakes based on misunderstandings, stereotyping and
discrimination.

The Assembly should not remain inactive when the respect for children rights enshrined in the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child, adopted in 1989, are put into question and should further debate on
these issues.

Signed (see overleaf)
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FOULKES George, United Kingdom, SOC
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MITREA Dumitrina, Romania, EC/DA
MUNCACIU Sorin-Titus, Romania, EC/DA
NAGY Szabolcs, Romania, EPP/CD
POPSOI Mihail, Republic of Moldova, EPP/CD
SCHWABE Frank, Germany, SOC

STIER Davor Ivo, Croatia, EPP/CD
STOICA Diana, Romania, ALDE

STROE lonut-Marian, Romania, EPP/CD
THORARINSSON Birgir, Iceland, EPP/CD
YILDIZ Ahmet, Tirkiye, NR

ZINGERIS Emanuelis, Lithuania, EPP/CD

1. ALDE: Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
EC/DA: European Conservatives Group and Democratic Alliance
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
NR: Representatives not belonging to a Political Group



