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Forwarding Kosovo*s application to the Council of Europe to 
the Parliamentary Assembly for an opinion

Written question No. 779 to the Committee of Ministers
by Mr Knut ABRAHAM, Germany, Group of the European People's Party

On 12 May 2022, Kosovo*1 applied for membership to the Council of Europe.

According to Appendix I Statutory Resolution (51)30 section A. "Admission of new members" of the Statute: 
“The Committee of Ministers, before inviting a State to become a Member or Associate Member of the Council 
of Europe [...] shall first consult the Consultative (Parliamentary) Assembly in accordance with existing 
practice.”

When Albania applied for membership on 4 May 1992, the Committee of Ministers referred this application 
shortly after, on 21 May 1992, to the Parliamentary Assembly for an opinion. When the Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia applied for membership on 9 November 2000, within less than three weeks, on 22 November 
2000, the Committee of Ministers once again asked the Parliamentary Assembly to give an opinion.

Since Kosovo applied for membership on 12 May 2022, the Committee of Ministers has not asked the 
Parliamentary Assembly to give an opinion and assess whether the criteria for membership are met.

Mr Abraham

To ask the Committee of Ministers:

When is the Committee of Ministers planning to refer the application for membership of Kosovo to the 
Parliamentary Assembly and request members of the Parliamentary Assembly to give their opinion on this 
important matter?

1. * Throughout this text, all reference to Kosovo, whether to the territory, institutions or population shall be understood 
in full compliance with United Nations Security Council Resolution 1244 and without prejudice to the status of Kosovo.
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