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The use of explosive weapons as a major driver of justified 
displacement

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Domagoj HAJDUKOVIĆ and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

According to UNHCR statistics, as of May 2022, 100 million individuals were forcibly displaced worldwide. 
This includes 37,8 million refugees fleeing war, persecution and violence. NGOs and international 
organisations, such as the UNHCR, have highlighted the correlation between the deployment of explosive 
weapons and the recent unprecedented influx of refugees. According to surveys, the vast majority of those 
fleeing the ongoing conflicts choose to do so because of the impact of explosive weapons on their towns and 
communities.

When air-dropped munitions, multi-barrel rocket launchers or heavy artillery shells are used in towns and 
cities, they create lasting problems for the local population. People are forced to flee, either because they fear 
an explosive attack, or because their homes and livelihoods are destroyed. Despite the decades after the 
wars in South-eastern Europe, landmines and unexploded ordnance pose a continuous threat to population of 
and migrants travelling along the Balkans Route. 150 000 pieces of unexploded ordnance still remain dotted 
around areas of the Balkans.

The Parliamentary Assembly should consider the link between forced migration and current trends in the 
conduct of hostilities, and whether more needs to be done in implementing existing legal standards, such as 
the 1997 UN Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel 
Mines and on their Destruction (Ottawa Mine Ban Convention). The Assembly should strongly advocate 
against the use of explosive weapons and act resolutely to build peace in Europe.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

HAJDUKOVIĆ Domagoj, Croatia, SOC
ARATÓ Gergely, Hungary, SOC
BALIĆ Marijana, Croatia, EPP/CD
BAYR Petra, Austria, SOC
BEN CHIKHA Fourat, Belgium, SOC
BOER Margreet, De, Netherlands, SOC
BUŠIĆ Zdravka, Croatia, EPP/CD
ÇEVİKÖZ Ahmet Ünal, Türkiye, SOC
CORLĂŢEAN Titus, Romania, SOC
CRISTEA Andi-Lucian, Romania, SOC
FRIDEZ Pierre-Alain, Switzerland, SOC
FUNKE Fabian, Germany, SOC
GAVAN Paul, Ireland, UEL
GIOVAGNOLI Gerardo, San Marino, SOC
GONCHARENKO Oleksii, Ukraine, EC/DA
LACROIX Christophe, Belgium, SOC
MARTÍNEZ FERRO María Valentina, Spain, EPP/CD
PEÑA Esther, Spain, SOC
SCHENNACH Stefan, Austria, SOC
SELNES Lise, Norway, SOC
STIER Davor Ivo, Croatia, EPP/CD
TÜRK-NACHBAUR Derya, Germany, SOC

1. EC/DA: European Conservatives Group and Democratic Alliance
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
SOC: Socialists, Democrats and Greens Group
UEL: Group of the Unified European Left
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