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The need to designate the Russian "Wagner Group" as a 
terrorist organisation

Motion for a resolution
tabled by Mr Markus WIECHEL and other members of the Assembly

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only those who have signed it

Among the countless violations of international law committed by Russia’s armed forces in the course of their 
brutal and unprovoked invasion of Ukraine, the acts of violence perpetrated by their semi-autonomous, ragtag 
so-called ‘Wagner Group’ private army stand out for their particular viciousness, cruelty and systematic use.

Employed and protected by Russia to further its interests in various trouble spots – especially in Central Africa 
and the Middle East – the Wagner Group is increasingly acting independently. In its growing reliance on 
Russian murder convicts who have been specially released and pardoned for the purpose, Wagner is now 
emerging as a tangible security risk for the international community at large.

There is therefore every reason for the member States of the Council of Europe and beyond to declare the 
Wagner Group as forming a terrorist organisation – as for instance the United States did in January 2023, 
by choosing to designate the Wagner mercenary group a "transnational criminal organisation" and by hitting 
the Group with sanctions, freezing its assets and limiting its ability to cause harm around the world.

The Parliamentary Assembly, in conclusion, is asked to take up this matter for further consideration as early 
as possible with a view to obstructing as far as possible the ongoing activities of the Wagner Group – above 
all in Ukraine, but beyond that also in the world at large.

Signed (see overleaf)
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Signed1:

WIECHEL Markus, Sweden, EC/DA
ÅBERG Boriana, Sweden, EPP/CD
ABRAHAM Knut, Germany, EPP/CD
BERNACKI Włodzimierz, Poland, EC/DA
CHATZIVASILEIOU Anastasios, Greece, EPP/CD
CHRISTIANSSON Alexander, Sweden, EC/DA
DZINTARS Normunds, Latvia, EC/DA
GADIRLI Erkin, Azerbaijan, EC/DA
GONCHARENKO Oleksii, Ukraine, EC/DA
GÖTHBERG Gustaf, Sweden, EPP/CD
HART Sally-Ann, United Kingdom, EC/DA
KALCHENKO Serhii, Ukraine, EC/DA
KHOMENKO Olena, Ukraine, EC/DA
KLINGER Christian, France, EPP/CD
KONSTANKEVYCH Iryna, Ukraine, EC/DA
MEREZHKO Oleksandr, Ukraine, EC/DA
MEZENTSEVA Mariia, Ukraine, EPP/CD
MULARCZYK Arkadiusz, Poland, EC/DA
NATALUKHA Dmytro, Ukraine, EC/DA
NYKIEL Mirosława, Poland, EPP/CD
SOBOLIEV Serhii, Ukraine, EPP/CD
SUSHKO Pavlo, Ukraine, EC/DA

1. EC/DA: European Conservatives Group and Democratic Alliance
EPP/CD: Group of the European People's Party
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